
 

 

GATOR AID 
 

March 5, 2010 

 
Monday – 8

th
 (A-Day) – Ed. Foundation Mtg. 7:30 AM 

Tuesday – 9
th

 (B-Day) – MSA 4
th

 & 5
th

  

Wednesday – 10
th

 (C-Day) - MSA 4
th

 & 5
th

 

Thursday – 11
th

 (D-Day) – MSA 3
rd

 & 5
th

  

Friday – 12
th

 (D-Day) – MSA 3
rd

 & 5
th;

  - PTA Spring Bingo 7 PM Int. Café  

 

Dear Parents, 
 
In conjunction with the PTA meeting last Tuesday night, Mrs. Cheryl Monk, the Instructional 
Facilitator for our region, presented some information about the Maryland State Assessment 
that will be administered to all 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students between March 9th and March 
17th.  Even if your child is not taking the test this year, reviewing the following information may 
serve to familiarize you with the test and make you aware of some things you can begin doing 
to help your child become more comfortable and therefore more capable of doing his or her best 
during any assessment.     
 
Please make sure your child is in attendance on each of the test dates.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Angela Morton 
 

When will students t ake the MSA?  
3rd  Grade 

Reading:  March 11th  & 12th  

Math:  March 16 th  & 17th  

4th  Grade 

Reading:  March 16 th  & 17th  

Math:  March 9 th  & 10th  

5th  Grade 

Reading:  March 9 th  & 10th  

Math:  March 11th  & 12th  

Science  

       Window:  April 21 ð May 11 

Specific dates set per class - More details forthcoming  



 

 

Hooray!  

Here Comes the MSA!  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tips for Students and Parents about Test Taking 

Strategies  

Prepared by: Mrs.Cheryl Monk, Instructional Facilitator  

 

 

Why are Test Taking Strategies important?  

 

Testing is a vital pa rt of the educational process. Without tests, 

teac hers would not be able to celebrate  the progress of their 

students.  

 

Schools are also assessed using tests. In Maryland, the test is titled 

the Maryland State Assessment, or MSA. This test is used to 

deter mine many important factors about the school.  

 

When students know test taking strategies, they are more prepared to 

perform well on any test.   
             



 

 

What is the question format for the MSA?  
 

There are two types of questions: selected response (mul tiple 

choice) and constructed response  (short answer/essay).  

           

 

What can a student do before a test so that they 

can do their best?  
 

Å Remind your parents that you have a test!   

Å Get plenty of  sleep! 

Å Eat a healthy breakfast.  

Å Arrive at school on tim e! 

Å Say to yourself , òI CAN DO THIS!ó 

Å Think about the learning strategies you have used to help you be 

successful.  

 

What can student s do during the MSA  to help them do their best?  

Å Listen carefully to your teacherõs instructions. Follow along as 

your teacher  reads. Ask good questions about directions.  

Å Pay attention! Listen as others ask questions.  Stay focused on 

each task.  

Å Read each question carefully.  Think about the answer to the 

question. Reread the text for support.  Explain your thinking, 

label work &  use specific vocabulary words.  

Å Go back and check your work after you have finished. Be sure you 

know what it means to òcheck your work.ó 
 

 

Kindergarten Packets will be available the first week of March in the Primary Office for 

incoming 2010/2011 parents to pick up. If you know of any child that resides in our school 

community that should be attending kindergarten, please share this information with them. 

Please note that the student must be five on or before September 1, 2010. Kindergarten 

registration this year will be held on Friday, May 7th. The format for scheduling your 

appointment has changed. Your designated registration time will be included in your 

packet. If you should have any questions, please feel free to call our school at 410-638-4190. 



 

 

From Mr. Anderson: 

1.  Congratulations to everyone for their support of the Haiti earthquake relief fund.  Through 

your efforts, we were able to send $1,176.81 to the American Red Cross to support their work to 

rebuild the country. 

  

2.  If anyone has an old Macintosh computer that they wish to donate to the school, please 

contact Mr. Anderson in the intermediate building.  The ones that are in the intermediate music 

room are slowly beginning to not work, and we'd love to keep our "mini-lab" operational in the 

classroom. 

  

3.  The student council will continue their "Socks for Pops" drive for one more week, until 

March 12.  Anyone who brings in a pair of new socks will receive a lollipop.  The socks will go 

to needy families in Harford County. 

 

4.  The Student Council is again looking for books to sell at the Spring Bazaar.  We will accept 

donations of any new or used books of any kind (children's, adult's, hardbound, softbound, etc.), 

and are also accepting donations of video tapes, DVDs, or used video games.  Please bring or 

send any donations to Mr. Anderson's room in the intermediate building. 

 

 
Monday, March 15 th  through Sunday, March 21 st   

at the Fallston Location.  

Open to close each of the days!  

 

15 % of Dine -In & Carryout sales will 

be donated to YBES.  P lease 

mention to the cashier that you 

are from YBES any of the seven days.  

Please feel free to come on any of the 

seve n dates.  
Community Service Project for March 

 

Our senior valentines were a huge success.  We were able to 

brighten the day of over 106 Harford County Seniors.  They were touched by the beautiful cards and 

personalized bookmarks they each received.  They loved the delivery from our great Gator volunteers. 



 

 

 

Harford County Meals on Wheels is counting on some patriotic Gators to help their clients with a 

spring/St. Patrickôs Day Surprise for their 110 local clients.  They are excited to have our students make 

placemats and tray favors. 

 

Placemats can easily be made on any standard size construction paper.  Our great Gators can decorate the 

paper for spring or St Patrickôs Day.  Harford County Meals on Wheels does not accept food donations 

from individuals.  But other than food, the tray favors can be anything the great Gators want to make.  

Bookmarks, paper flowers, and spring cards are all great ideas. 

 

Please bring in your Meals on Wheels projects by March 12
th
 2010. 

 

If you have any questions, concerns, ideas, etc. please feel free to contact me.  Have a Great Gator Day! 

 

Danielle KepnerðYBES Patriot Community Service Parent Liaison 

410-459-3264 or via email thekepnerkids@gmail.com 

 

 PTA GATOR BITE   

  
PTA SPECIAL REQUESTS   
WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

We are looking for a few good volunteers to help fill the PTA positions listed below: 

  

Book Fair Chair and Committee - Organize and Run our annual Bookfair held in the fall 

Box Tops Chair ï Collect and count box tops from each classroom 

"New" Dad Committee Chair - A dad or group of dads willing to organize a fun activity for 

the children to do with their fathers, this could take place on or off school grounds  

Summer Challenge Chair - Work with committee and administrators to create and implement 

activities for the children to complete over the summer in order to keep skills fresh 

Assembly Coordinator - Works close ly with the administration to schedule 

several culturally enriching assemblies throughout the year  
 

If interested, please contact any PTA Board member for more details.  Thank you 

for your help and continued support! 

 

YANKEE CANDLE SALE    - MARCH 1 ð MARCH  26 - Have fun and enjoy these 

sometimes sweet, spiced and/or fruity scented candles.   Candles make great house 

warming, birthday, teacher, Motherõs Day and many, many other wonderful gifts!  

Try the new reed diffusers and several other fun and whimsical items from your 

brochures. 

When turning in your orders, please make checks payable to YBES ð PTA, and 

also please convert all monies received (cash & multiple checks from friends and 

family) into one check to school.  The PICK UP  of your candles  will be on Monday,  

MAY 3 , from 6 -8pm,  in the Intermediate Building.     

  

 



 

 

BINGO - SPRING  

ά.ǳȅ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜŀƴǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀŎƪŜǊ ƧŀŎƪǎέΧŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ t¢!Ωǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ .LbDhΗ  Our ά¢ŀƪŜ 
Me Out to the Ballgame - .LbDhέ is scheduled for Friday, March 12, 2010 at 7pm, 
Intermediate Building.  Hope to see you there for some Fun, Fun, Fun! 
 

YEARBOOK  ORDER REMINDER:  Your cancelled  check is your receipt .  If 

you have not received confirmation of your cancelled check please notify us at 

ybesyearbook@gmail.com to verify your order. 

The yearbook committee would like photos of our YBES Gators doing some of their 

favorite activities in and around town and outside of school.  Please send photos 

to ybesyearbook@gmail.com by March 1, 2010.  If you have questions, please contact 

Charlotte Brennan or Krissy Flatau at ybesyearbook@gmail.com  

 
 

Donõt let your GGRREEAA TT   GGAA TT OO RR walk away this year without a 2009 -2010 
yearbook!!  

Order your yearbook today!  
 

On Sale: January 4 ð March 12, 

 2010 (extended)  

Cost: $23.00 Checks only  please. 

Please make checks  payable to 

 òYBES PTAó 

Cancelled check is receipt of   

 purchase.                                               

Please return the bottom portion of this form along with your payment in an envelope 

addressed to the YEARBOOK. Donõt miss this opportunity to get a yearbook at a cost less 

than last year!   If you have any questions, please contact Charlotte Brennan or Krissy 

Flatau at ybesyearbook@gmail.com 

Childõs Name: ______________________________ 

Homeroom Teacher: _________________________ 

For Office Use Only: Check # ________ Date Received ______ 

 

mailto:ybesyearbook@gmail.com
mailto:ybesyearbook@gmail.com
mailto:ybesyearbook@gmail.com
mailto:ybesyearbook@gmail.com


 

 

Tired of snow?  Tired of winter?  Spring IS just around the corner.   With 

spring comes Mark Wood!!   Yes, our friend and world famous Grammy-winning 

electric violinist, Mark Wood is again returning to YBES to perform with our 

students and entertain the Fallston community.  This fabulous concert is slated for 

Tuesday evening, June 8 .   If you missed the past few years, this is definitely a 

ôMust-Seeõ event.  More info will be forthcoming in the next few weeks but ôMarkõ 

your calendars now!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND A FALLSTON MIDDLE PTA MEETING 

The topic of after school care as your child enters 6th grade at Fallston Middle 

School will be discussed. The Fallston Middle PTA Meeting on March 9, 2010, at 

7:00 pm. 


