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The Board of Education of Harford County met in an open business session on Monday, January 28, 2008 and took the following actions, heard the following presentations, or entered into the following discussions:

· Recognitions:

· honored the 46 HCPS students who have been named to All State Band, Orchestra, or Chorus groups

· officially inducted LeRoy H. Jones into the HCPS Educator Hall of Fame

· honored students, staff, and the community of Hickory Elementary School on having been named as one of six schools in the state as a 2008 Maryland Blue Ribbon School
· honored C. Milton Wright High School Biology/Environmental Science teacher Linn L. Griffiths as being one of three teachers in the state to be nominated for the Presidential Award for Excellence in the teaching of Science

· honored Lynn Taugher of Bel Air Middle School and Scott Powers of Prospect Mill Elementary School as Harford winners of the Maryland 2007-08 Simon McNeely awards for excellence in teaching Physical Education

· honored Christine Baker of Hall’s Cross Roads Elementary, Robert Bruce of Joppatowne High, Lori McNeill of Magnolia Elementary, Mary Beth O’Donnell of Harford Technical High, Michael Schul of Church Creek Elementary, and Karla Wienhold of Patterson Mill Middle for having earned National Board Certification in teaching

· honored the seven members and coaches of the Patterson Mill Middle School 2007 Knowledge Masters Open (KMO) team which won the state title in the middle school level and finished 17th out of 711 in the world during the fall tournament

· honored Naomi Knight of Harford Technical High for having been chosen as one of the nation’s top teachers of Agriculture

· honored three Edgewood High School seniors Irina Mercedes Figueroa-Velez, Richard Desire, and Justen Campbell for having finished first, second, and third respectively in the District V VFW Voice of Democracy Essay contest.

· Board Comments – Student Representative to the Board Chase Jackson introduced the Student Representative-Elect for 2008-09 D.J. Sigworth from Fallston High School.  Board Vice President Salina Williams urged parents and other citizens to volunteer in the schools.  Board President Thomas Fidler noted the school system was happy to have Director of Planning and Construction Kathy Sanner back at work; announced the upcoming countywide table tennis tournament at Patterson Mill Middle/High School; discussed the recently stated Unified Bowling Tournament; and mentioned an upcoming Homeland Security Summit.

· Approved items on the Consent Agenda including a contract awards for fleet vehicles; and proposed resolutions on Career and Technical Education Month and National School Counselor Week.

· Approved the award of contract for the Scope Study to Smolen & Emr Associates for architectural and engineering services of the proposed John Archer School at Bel Air Middle School for $83,045.

· Approved the contract award to Frederick Ward Associates for architectural and engineering services for the Master Plan Site Study of the Bel Air campus at a cost of $41,002.

· Approved the award of a contract for Pre-construction Management Services to Dustin Enterprises, Inc. for the school replacement project at Youth’s Benefit Elementary School at a cost of $100,600.

· Received a report on a systemic energy management plan to develop a multi-pronged approach to energy conservation in the school system.

· Received the Superintendent’s Report in which Dr. Jacqueline Haas made the following points:

· discussed the ‘Bridge Plan’ as an alternate method for high school students to satisfy High School Assessment requirements

· announced Maryland was rated as the third best school program in the country by Education Week magazine

· mentioned that the Towson Center will not be available to host HCPS graduations in 2009 and that a committee has been appointed to look at future graduation sites

· announced there will be changes in procedures for students being allowed to charge lunches after exceeding a certain number of charges

· noted several bills coming before the General Assembly

· Received a report from the Superintendent on the County Executive’s call for there to be a Performing Arts magnet program, noting the current magnet programs offered in the school system and the financial, location, curricular and other issues involved in creating additional magnets.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m.   
