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The Board of Education of Harford County met in an open business session in the Board Room at the HCPS/A.A. Roberty Building on Monday, March 17, 2008.  The Board took the following actions:
 
· Recognized the March, 2008 inductee into the HCPS Educator Hall of Fame, Ronald S. Webb; the HCPS winter 2008 state/regional MPSSAA champions, noting the Fallston High School Boys Swim Team and Bel Air High School wrestler Matt Cross (152 pound weight class) won state titles; and recognized the UCBAC Sportsmanship team winners – North Harford High Wrestling and Bel Air High Boys Basketball teams (Chesapeake Division). 

· Approved items on the Consent Agenda including Monthly Report on Personnel; Minutes from the February 19, 2008 Work Session; and A Resolution on the Week of the Young Child. 

· Approved a series of actions involving the disposition of the former HCPS central office at 45 E. Gordon Street, Bel Air, and the Bel Air Elementary School grounds master plan project, concurrent with actions by the Town of Bel Air and the Harford County government including:  the intent to use the $450,000 requested in the FY 2009 capital request from the County to do design and engineering work on the bus loop, playground, and other amenities in the master plan; secure the former administration building to avoid further deterioration, and announce the intent to seek additional capital funds in the FY 2010 County request to complete the site plan for Bel Air Elementary.  Concurrently, the County/Town of Bel Air will demolish the post 1912 portion of the building and identify a use for the structure that would be compatible with education.  Further, the Board declared that it would move to immediately demolish the 45 E. Gordon Street building if funding is not provided for the Bel Air Elementary grounds project or the County/Town does not move forward with plans as identified for the building.

· Heard a presentation from County Council Vice President Richard Slutzky on the Comprehensive Secondary School Reform (CSSRP) program. 

· Heard a presentation from the Superintendent on the philosophy behind the increase in summer school tuition. 

· Received a report on high school students ineligible to participate in extra-curricular activities as a result of receiving at least one ‘E’ on the second quarter report cards. 

· Approved the award of a sitework package for the Edgewood High/Deerfield Elementary project (including the installation of an artificial turf field, site signage, and a ticket booth) for $10,149,263.96 to Melvin Benhoff Sons, Inc. 

· Took action on several bills pending before the Maryland General Assembly including: 

-          HB1518/SB 850 – Collective Bargaining-Public School Labor Relations Board (oppose)

-          HB 837 – Classroom Placement – Multiple Birth Children-Parental Discretion (oppose)

-          HB 841 – Public Secondary Schools – Fall Sports Season Practice Sessions (oppose)

-          HB1134/SB 579 – Immunity from Liability—Use of Automated External Defibrillator (support)

-          HB 784/SB 457 – Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children (support)

-          HB 760 – Public Schools – Interscholastic Sports Teams – Participation at Another School – (oppose) 

· Approved the supplemental appropriation of $12,125,933 for the creation of the HCPS Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) Trust Fund, and the transfer of the funds for investment into the MABE OPEB Investment Trust. 

· Board President Thomas L. Fidler, Jr. announced that he will not seek a second five year appointment to the Board when his term expires June 30, 200

