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The Board of Education of Harford County took the following actions, heard the following presentations, and took part in the following discussions at its Monday, January 14, 2008 meeting, held at the HCPS/A.A. Roberty Building in Bel Air:

Board Comments –
Member R. Robin Rich praised the performance of student vocalists at North Harford High School who presented the first student concert in the school’s new auditorium on December 20th.  She also complimented the appearance of the auditorium.  Past President Mark M. Wolkow mentioned the upcoming HCPS All-County Music Concerts – Jan. 26 – Orchestra; Feb. 2 – Chorus; and Feb. 23 – Band – all at Havre de Grace High School starting at 7:00 p.m. and all free to the public.  He said the performances are always excellent.  Board President Thomas L. Fidler, Jr. congratulated C. Milton Wright High School Biology/Environmental Science teacher Linn Griffiths on being one of the three state finalists in Presidential Award of Excellence in the Teaching of Science program; congratulated Harford Technical High School Agri-business teacher Naomi Knight for having been recognized as one of six top Agriculture teachers in the nation; and congratulated the seven HCPS teachers who recently received their National Board of Professional Standards Certification.

Old Business –

· Approved items on the Consent Agenda including the Monthly Report on Personnel; Monthly Contract Awards; Contract renewing the Employee Assistance Program; Affirmed a decision on an appeal case; Approved a contract for the purchase of computer equipment; Approved a contract for the purchase of office furniture.

· Approved motions to amend the Superintendent’s proposed operating budget to add $77,940 to the Infants and Toddlers program (replacing unanticipated Federal cuts); and $205,275 to make up for reductions in Federal aid in special education.

· Approved the proposed Board of Education of Harford County Budget in the amount of $434,016,615 (General Fund Unrestricted Operating Budget); $22,536,649 (Restricted Operating Budget); $14,091,130 (Food Service Budget); and $148,171,866 (Capital Budget).  The Board’s approved proposed budget will now be transmitted to the County Executive for consideration.

New Business –

· Approved the award of a contract to Towson Mechanical, Inc. in the amount of $4,412,800 for the Wakefield Building at Homestead/Wakefield Elementary School heating, ventilation, air conditioning (HVAC) project.

· Approved the award of a contract for the Patterson Mill Middle-High School Sports Lighting Package to Lighting Maintenance, Inc. in the total sum of $250,200.

Presentations –

· Received a Legislative Update on activities of the Maryland General Assembly whose 2008 session began on January 9th, noting that 160 bills have been introduced to that point.

· Received the Superintendent’s State of the System Update Click here to access State of the System Powerpoint
With no further business to be conducted, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

