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The Board of Education of Harford County took the following actions and conducted the following discussions during the 7:00 p.m., Monday, October 8, 2007 meeting held in the Board Room of the Harford County Public Schools A.A. Roberty Building, 102 S. Hickory Avenue, Bel Air:

· During Board Comments, Board Member Lee Merrell provided information on discussions which took place concerning BRAC at the recent Edgewood Community Council; information provided at the recent Professional Development seminar for 50 to 60 new teachers concerning instruction in Focus Area 3 (family life); and commented how “great” students at the Alternative Education Center day program look in their voluntary uniforms.  Board Member R. Robin Rich discussed information reviewed at the recent Maryland Association of Boards of Education (MABE) convention; noted the need for “caring adults” to be in the lives of students; and expressed her frustrations at the lagging construction at North Harford High School while pointing to the “absolutely fabulous” gathering of more than 2,500 people at the homecoming ceremonies at the school the previous Friday night.  Past President Mark M. Wolkow pointed to a keynote presentation at MABE about a student who had used technology extensively in a school report; suggested that the arts need to remain at the forefront of education; mentioned that he and other Board members had attended the Maryland State Teacher of the Year gala at Martin’s West the previous Friday night; and pointed to the October 17th Greater Edgewood Education Foundation third annual gala.  Board President Thomas L. Fidler, Jr. talked about the groundbreaking ceremony which had taken place at Bel Air High School that morning, celebrating the $57 million project which has been in the works for 20 years; and pointed to the Harford Equity Leadership Program conference set for the following Friday during which student delegates work to establish a kinder/gentler school climate in their schools.

· Unanimously passed the item on the Consent Agenda – Affirmation of Monthly Contract Awards.
· Unanimously passed the award of a contract for the construction of the Joppatowne High School gymnasium addition to MPR Contractors, LLC in the amount of $3,282,500.  In a related action, the Board unanimously authorized Superintendent Jacqueline C. Haas to seek the transfer of $550,000 from the Aberdeen High School classroom addition project (which came in $800,000 under budget) to support the shortfall in the budgeted amount for the Joppatowne project.
· Unanimously approved the transfer of funds to provide for the operation of the Restoration Alternative Academy Charter School (RAACS) to serve the 78 students (funding is for 75 students) enrolled as of September 30, 2007.
· Heard a presentation on the 2007-08 Master Plan to be submitted to the Maryland State Department of Education in connection with the No Child Left Behind annual requirement for a plan aimed at meeting the 2013-14 goal of all students meeting standards.  Click here to access the BOE Bridge to Excellence Informational Report
· Heard the Bi-Annual Curriculum Report by Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction Gerald E. Scarborough.  Click here to access the Curriculum Update
· Heard a report from Executive Directors of Elementary and Secondary Education, Patricia L. Skebeck and David A. Volrath, respectively, on intervention programs being used to provide assistance to students not working at grade level in academic programs.  Click here to access the Systemic Programs for Intervention and Remediation Report
· Received the Superintendent’s Report from Dr. Haas during which she reported the Harford Business Roundtable will meet at Patterson Mill Middle/High School on October 30th; discussed the roll out of various tax proposals by Governor Martin O’Malley; provided information about the inflationary formula in the State Thornton Commission funding and the geographic cost of education regulations under that program, noting the overall impact could be a $6.6 million shortfall for local schools; and pointing out that it looks as though there will be a special session in Annapolis to address State funding issues.  Dr. Haas also mentioned the Edgewood Middle School Governance Advisory Committee is looking to add parents as it moves to aid the school in its efforts to move out of School Improvement.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.      
