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The following actions, presentations, and discussions took place at the Board of Education of Harford County meeting on Monday, February 11, 2008.
 

Board Comments
 

· Board Member Lee Merrell said he favored having an elected Board of Education for Harford County.
· Past President Mark M. Wolkow said the Board has an officially adopted formal legislative platform concerning the elected Board issue.  He said a bill is now entered in the General Assembly that would formalize a Commission whose role it would be to select Board members.  He read from a letter written by a parent of a Hickory Elementary School student in which she said she was "bursting with pride" over the Blue Ribbon status of the school.  Mr. Wolkow mentioned the Greater Edgewood Education Foundation (GEEF) event scheduled for March 12th.
· Vice President Salina M. Williams noted that she had attended the Aberdeen Middle school PTA meeting recently and noted that there was a good turnout.
· Board President Thomas L. Fidler, Jr. said he had attended the Bel Air High School PTA meeting recently at which there was a "lively discussion" about magnet programs, block schedules, and elected Boards.  He noted that he would be leaving shortly to attend the Forest Hill Elementary PTA meeting at which representatives from the Maryland Department of the Environment would be discussing the issues surrounding MTBE's in the school's well water.
 

Old Business
 

· The Board approved items on the Consent Agenda including Affirmation of Monthly Contract Awards; and the Contract for Lawson Software.
· The Board provided direction for the Uniform Committee to research various types of uniforms, noting that their vote was not to implement uniforms, but to continue exploration of the issue.  Student Representative to the Board Chase J. Jackson cast a preferential vote against the proposal.
 

New Business
 

· The Board unanimously approved a $4.1 million contract to C.E.R., Inc. for field improvements at Harford Technical High School including a track, grandstands, new soccer/lacrosse field, new 90 foot baseball diamond, new field hockey field, and new practice skinned infield.  Also, alternates approved include the construction of a field house and septic system, additional bleacher seating, artificial turf for the field within the track, parking lot expansion at neighboring Prospect Mill Elmentary school, and conduits for future public address speaker wiring.  
· The Board acted to defer the Imagine Charter School contract consideration until April 14th, noting that Imagine would provide a new contract application on or before March 1st.  
 

Presentation
 

· Chief Financial Officer John M. Markowski presented the Board with the Financial Report for the quarter ended December 31, 2007.
 

Discussion
 

· Executive Directors of Elementary and Secondary Education Patricia Skebeck and David Volrath, respectively, presented the Board with information about the deficit in tuition paid for summer school programs last year which was $52,423.  It was recommended that the cost of a full credit high school course be increased by $60 and a half credit by $30, which would cut the deficit in half to about $32,000.  There was no recommendation for change in elementary summer school tuition.
 

Superintendent's Report
 

Dr. Jacqueline C. Haas made the following points --
 

· her participation on a panel on workforce creation at which Gov. Martin O'Malley participated.
· HCPS appealed several projects to the Board of Public Works including Edgewood High School which will be a locally funded project since there is no planning approval granted by the State at this point; Vale Road elementary school construction funding; and Bel Air High School construction funding.
· there was a task force created last year to look at offering universal pre-kindergarten in the state and the State is proceeding with an implementation plan.
· she discussed the licensure or certification test issues involving construction trades, Microsoft certification, tourism, homeland security (spacial technology).
· Dr. Haas said the school system is tracking several bills now before the General Assembly including four about bullying and harassment; health/obesity; high school assessments; a mandate for financial literacy courses; and several bills on the school employee pension system.  Mr. Wolkow added information about HB 806 which would set up a 19-person commission to nominate Board members.  He added that it is "great to see the Governor and the State Superintendent getting along."
 

With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m.
 

 

