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IN SCHOOL BUS SAFETY





• 455 in HCPS BUS FLEET

• 36,000 CHILDREN TRANSPORTED DAILY

• 36,000 MILES TRAVELED DAILY

• 550-600 DRIVERS AND ATTENDANTS





HCPS   SCHOOL BUS DRIVER 
CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

• Commercial Driver’s License

• Passenger endorsement

• School bus specific endorsement 

• Criminal background check

• DOT physical examination requirements annually 

• Drug and alcohol testing   

• MVA license history checked annually



HCPS   SCHOOL BUS DRIVER 
CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

• MSDE certified driving instructor provides 
pre-service classroom and behind-the-wheel instruction

• First Aid instruction

• National Safety Council Defensive Driving course

• Diversity training

• Required six hours of yearly safety training 

• Annual ride along evaluation by Driving Instructor 
or Supervisor





ONLY SCHOOL RELATED ITEMS MAY 
BE TRANSPORTED ON THE BUS

Leave these items at home:

• Balls

• Skateboards

• Balloons

• Toys

• Cell Phones

• Game Boys and CD Players

WHAT SHOULD YOUR CHILD   
BRING TO THE BUS STOP?



ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILDREN    
TO WAIT SAFELY IN LINE         

ON THE SIDEWALK

BUS STOP SAFETY



Children must  
arrive at 
their bus 

stop at least 
5 minutes 
before the 
scheduled 

arrival time 
of the bus



INTERACTION WITH THE BUS DRIVER

• LIMIT CONVERSATIONS WITH THE BUS DRIVER AT THE BUS STOP

• PARENTS ARE NEVER AUTHORIZED TO BOARD THE BUS AT A BUS STOP

• WHEN YOU HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT YOUR CHILD’S BUS BEHAVIOR
OR A PROBLEM ON THE BUS, CONTACT THE PRINCIPAL AT SCHOOL

• WHEN YOU HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT THE  BUS ROUTE, 
CONTACT THE TRANSPORTATION OFFICE AT 410-638-4092



REMIND YOUR CHILDREN NOT TO DISTRACT 
THE DRIVER’S EYES FROM THE ROAD



UNRULY AND DISRUPTIVE 
STUDENT BEHAVIOR 

COMPROMISES THE SAFETY OF 
EVERYONE ON THE BUS



RIDING THE BUS SAFELY

CHILDREN SHOULD BE 
SEATED FLAT AND BACK



RIDING THE BUS SAFELY

CHILDREN SHOULD 
ALWAYS KEEP THEIR 
HANDS AND FEET TO 

THEMSELVES



Children should never extend any 
body part out the bus window



RIDING THE BUS SAFELY

PLEASE REMIND YOUR CHILD TO USE 
A SOFT VOICE THAT LETS THE 
DRIVER HEAR ROAD SOUNDS



WHAT IS THE DANGER ZONE?





CHILDREN SHOULD NEVER GO BACK 
FOR ANYTHING THEY HAVE DROPPED 

OR LEFT ON THE BUS!

TEACH THEM TO ALWAYS     
TELL A GROWN-UP



TRAIN YOUR CHILD TO WALK 
AROUND THE CROSSING ARM

AND TO STAY OUT OF THE          

ZONE!



DANGER   ZONE   SAFETY



INSTRUCT YOUR CHILD TO ALWAYS 
CROSS IN VIEW OF THE DRIVER



INSTRUCT YOUR CHILD TO ALWAYS 
CROSS IN VIEW OF THE DRIVER



BUS REFERRAL GUIDELINES UTILIZED BY DRIVERS

• Verbal instructions to student using the broken record technique

• Verbal warning to correct the behavior

• Seat change

• Driver speaks to student one-on-one

• Driver asks school administrator to board bus and speak to student



AUTOMATIC BUS REFERRALS

•

 

FIGHTING

•
 
WEAPONS

• THREATS OF VIOLENCE
obscene gestures 

abusive and/or obscene language

threatening gestures



AUTOMATIC BUS REFERRALS

•
 
VERBAL ABUSE TO DRIVER or OTHER STUDENTS

taunting

teasing

name calling

•
 
PHYSICAL ABUSE TO DRIVER or OTHER STUDENTS

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson191.shtml


TRAIN YOUR CHILD TO MAKE 
GOOD CHOICES & TO 
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