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Welcome to kindergarten!  Kindergarten 
is the most exciting milestone for chil-
dren and parents.  Kindergarten sets the 
standard for the family’s expectations 
for their child’s educational journey for 
life.  Kindergarten fosters independence 
and “real” thinking about learning social 
studies, math, science, and language arts.  
Children begin to expand learning in crea-
tive ways through art, music, physical 
education, and the   library.  A hands-on 
experience in the learning process en-
ables all children to learn in their own 
style.  Each day of school provides a new 
learning experience for kindergarten 
students. 

 
Jacqueline C. Haas, Ed.D.,  

Superintendent 

Reading/English Language Arts 

Reading:  The ability to hear, identify, and manipulate 
individual sounds in spoken words is an important kinder-
garten skill.  Students will: 
• repeat and produce rhyming words 
• blend sounds and syllables to form words 
• clap words in a sentence 
• identify the first sound in a word 
• substitute beginning sounds in words to form new 

words 
• group words as same or different by beginning and 

ending sounds 
• identify all upper and lower case letters in the alphabet  
• identify letters and match to sound 
 
Vocabulary skills are increased by listening to, independ-
ently reading, and discussing a variety of reading materials.  
Students will learn to read orally with accuracy and with 
expression.  Students will: 
• understand the use of punctuation 
• use knowledge of ending punctuation to signal expres-

sion in reading 
• recognize designated sight words 
• read familiar text with accuracy and expression 
• use words to describe location, size, color, and shape 
• use names and labels of basic concepts, such as stop, 

go, boys, girls, in, and out 
• understand, acquire, and use new vocabulary 
 
Comprehension:  Using a variety of strategies to under-
stand what they read, children will begin to construct 
meaning to their reading.  Students will: 
• make connections to the text using illustrations, photo-

graphs, and prior knowledge 
• demonstrate an understanding of concepts of print to 

determine how print is organized 
• read a minimum of 15 books 
• track print from left to right and from top to bottom 
• match oral words to printed words 
• recall and discuss information from text 
 
Writing:  Developing writing skills that convey meaning 
and are descriptive is a skill for children to achieve suc-
cess.  Students will: 
• dictate or write words, phrases, or sentences related to 

ideas or pictures 
• write to express personal ideas using drawings, sym-

bols, letters, or words 
• write using journals or logs 
• contribute to a shared writing experience or topic of 

interest 
• identify and use words to communicate feelings 

Mathematics  
Knowledge of algebra patterns, and functions of num-
bers:  Students will use a variety of ways to represent, model, 
analyze, and solve mathematical or real-world problems.   
Students will: 
• identify and copy number patterns 
• sort a collection of objects 
• understand how to write problems using numbers and 

symbols (+,-) 
• understand relationships like greater than, less than, and 

equal 
• locate numbers on a number line 
• use objects to count to 10 
• identify triangles, circles, square, and rectangles 
• match, sort and group objects according to size, shape, and 

color 
 
Knowledge of geometry:  Students will begin to describe, 
think about, and solve problems to provide logical answers. 
Students will:   
• use position words such as over, under, above, on, next to 

behind 
• use manipulatives to solve simple problems 
• recognize and describe geometric shapes 
 
Knowledge of measurement:  Mathematics skills are further 
strengthened by using a variety of techniques to understand 
and demonstrate measurement.  Students will: 
• group, compare, and describe objects by using 

length/height, weight, and volume 
• recognize time by identifying the days of the week and 

understanding words like yesterday, today, morning, after-
noon, and tomorrow 

• compare and describe temperature—January temperature 
as compared to June temperature 

• measure objects and pictures of objects 
 
Knowledge of number relationships:  Being able to de-
scribe, represent, or apply numbers or their relationships is a 
skill that will provide the basic foundation of mathematics.  
Students will: 
• understand and demonstrate concepts like: more than, less 

than, fewer than, as many as, one more than 
• count by 5s and 10s 
• count to 31 
• count backward from 10 
• use concrete materials to show number concepts 
 

Science 
Constructing knowledge:  Students will begin to think 
about the world around them by observing, demonstrating, 
and seeking answers to questions.  Students will: 
• seek information through reading, observation, explora-

tion, and investigation 
• use whole numbers and simple fractions in ordering, 

counting, identifying, measuring, and describing things and 
experiences 

• use tools like thermometers, magnifiers, rulers, or balances 
 

Science 

Applying evidence and reasoning:  Students will learn that 
people are more likely to believe your answers if you can give 
good reasons for them.  Students will: 
• provide reasons for accepting or rejecting ideas 
• develop reasonable explanations for observations made, 

investigations completed, and information gained by sharing 
ideas and listening to others’ ideas 

• explain why it is important to make some fresh observations 
when people give different descriptions of the same thing 

 
Technology:  Students will demonstrate their ability to design 
and make things, identify parts of things, and examine a variety 
of physical models for the purpose of describing things in the 
real world.  Students will: 
• make something out of paper, cardboard, wood, plastic or 

existing objects that can be used to perform a task 
• recognize the use of tools to do things better or more easily 
• explain that sometimes it is not possible to make or do eve-

rything that is designed 
• explain that a model of something is different from the real 

thing 
 

Social Studies 
History:  Students need to understand how individuals and 
societies have changed over time.  Students will: 
• distinguish between past, present, and future time 
• identify and describe events of the day in order 
• describe events in terms of yesterday, today, and tomorrow 
• compare tools and toys of the past with those of today 
• observe and discuss photographs of the past 
 
Geography:  Using geography, students will understand the 
role of culture and environment in the location and how it is 
important to them.  Students will: 
• describe how people adapt to and modify their environment 
• identify ways that people travel on land, water, and air 
• explain how transportation is used to move goods and peo-

ple from place to place 
• identify ways that people communicate messages 
• identify and describe how a globe and map can be used 
 
Economics:  Students will learn processes to become effective 
citizens, workers, and consumers.  Students will: 
• describe different jobs and what is required to perform them 
• recognize natural resources, such as water, trees, and plants 

which can be used to make products 
• be aware of technology and how it affects life 
 
Political Science:  Understanding democratic skills and atti-
tudes to become responsible citizens also helps children be-
come successful students.  Students will: 
• identify the importance of rules for the classroom and 

school 
• identify common symbols like the American Flag and Statue 

of Liberty 
• practice being a citizen by saying the Pledge of Allegiance 

and singing the Star Spangled Banner. 
 


	Harford County Public Schools

	Meeting the 

	Maryland State Department Voluntary State Curriculum Standards for Kindergarten



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



