
2015-16 Harford County

21 st Annual Banquet
Wednesday, March 25, 2015 • 6:00 p.m.
The Bayou Restaurant • Havre de Grace



Congratulations to the 2015 
Harford County Public Schools

Teacher of the Year Finalists

Proud to be the Premier Sponsor
2015 Teacher of the Year

Awards Banquet





6:00 – 6:30 p.m...........................................................................................Social Time

Introductions................................................................................Mrs. Jillian V. Lader
Manager of Communications

Pledge of Allegiance

“Feeling Good,” as recorded by Michael Buble.............................................Jazz Ensemble*
Havre de Grace High School

 Richard Hauf, Director

Moment of Reflection.................................................................................Mrs. Lader
 
Dinner...................................................................Courtesy of HAR-CO Credit Union

and The Bayou Restaurant
                                                                                                           
Keynote Address.........................................................................Mr. Lawrence Jehnert

Third Grade Teacher, Edgewood Elementary School 
2014-15 Harford County Teacher of the Year 

Teacher of the Year Finalist Introductions.........................................Dr. Susan Brown
Executive Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment

Student Testimonials............................................................................HCPS Students

Teacher of the Year Prizes............................................................................Mrs. Lader

Remarks from the Board of Education........................................Ms. Nancy Reynolds
President, Board of Education of Harford County

2015-16 Teacher of the Year Announcement.......................Mrs. Barbara P. Canavan
Superintendent of Schools

and Ms. Reynolds
 
Teacher of the Year Remarks..............................2015-16 Teacher of the Year Winner

Closing Remarks..........................................................................................Mrs. Lader 

*Featuring Josh Starkey, Alaina Reeves, Abby Lilly, Patrick Hauf, Jillian Laakso, Christian Amici, Isaiah 
Keith, Olivia Joseph, Dallas Walters, Elliot Scott

Program



proudly supports all 
Harford 
County 
teaCHers

for helping to 
shape the future.
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A Note from the 2014-15  
Teacher of the Year

“Adopt the pace of nature; her secret is patience.”
-Mark Twain

During the past year, I have heard a common theme from 
a variety of select educators. It goes along the lines of, “I 
always dreamed of being a teacher.” Or perhaps, “I wanted 
to inspire other students like my teachers inspired me.” 
Even further, I heard comments such as, “I remember 
playing school from my earliest memory.” It is an honor to 
serve amongst educators that had these past aspirations, 
however I cannot share the same sentiment. Last year, on 
March 26, 2014, when I was announced the Harford County 

Teacher of the Year, I experienced the most rewarding feeling of my professional 
career. I never dreamed of that moment and honestly never had any desire to be 
a teacher when I was younger. However, the moment of the announcement gave 
validity to my educational career and signified the ultimate turnaround from an 
uninspired youth to a hard-working, motivated teacher.

The experiences of the past year have been, in a word, gratifying. From the school-
wide assembly that Edgewood Elementary School had to celebrate my honor to 
the Maryland State Teachers Awards Gala, I have never felt so important and 
appreciated by so many. I have had the opportunity to meet and build professional 
relationships with administrators from Central Office, as well as members from 
the Board of Education. Through this entire process, one thought rings true from 
every last individual. We are ALL in the business of what is best for the students of 
Harford County Public Schools. I have come to the realization that each and every 
decision that is made has student interest and well-being as the main focus.

I wish the Top 5 finalists my most heartfelt congratulations! It is truly an honor 
bestowed upon the elite. Harford County Public Schools produces an immense 
amount of talented and highly-educated students year after year from extraordinary 
schools, and it is a reflection of those who have dedicated themselves to the 
teaching profession. To be a member of the Top 5 is an astounding and impressive 
accolade. It is my honor to be a part of your most memorable evening.

Lawrence Jehnert
Third Grade Teacher

Edgewood
Elementary School



 

BEL AIR  | 217 Baltimore Pike | (410) 836-8000  
ABERDEEN | 226 S. Philadelphia Blvd. | (410) 272-3322 

SaxonsDiamondCenters.com

3473 Merchant Blvd | 443.402.0807
XObySaxons.com



Lawrence Jehnert, 2014-15
Kristin Schaub, 2013-14

Christina O’Neill, 2012-13
Christian Slattery+, 2011-12

Lisa Mullen+, 2010-11
Kimberly Schmidt+, 2009-10
Ronald Wooden, 2008-09

Christine Roland+, 2007-08
Susan Summerfield, 2006-07

Lori Frendak, 2005-06
Joan Hayden, 2004-05
Donna Clem, 2003-04

Howard Eakes, 2002-03
Alberta Porter+, 2001-02

Donna Zavacky+, 2000-01
Craig Harvey+, 1999-2000

Kurt Bittle+, 1998-99
James Mason+, 1997-98
Cathy Cerveny*, 1996-97

James (Pat) Whitehurst+, 1995-96
Marybeth Ford, 1994-95

Victor Petrosino, 1993-94
Martha Banghart, 1992-93
Gemma Hoskins*, 1991-92
Donald Osman+, 1990-91

Anthony Sarcone+, 1989-90
Robert Handy, 1988-89
Paul Schatz*, 1987-88
Laurie Neeper*, 1977

* Maryland Teacher of the Year
+ Maryland Teacher of the Year Finalist

Former
Teachers of the Year

Jerry’s Detailing
at Rainbow Car Wash

1802 Walton Road 
Edgewood, Maryland 21040

410-688-4194
www.jerrysdetailing.com 

Congratulations to the 2015 
HCPS Teacher of  the Year, and 

thank you to all the outstanding 
teachers of  Harford County!



Lisamarie Bermudez
Edgewood Middle School
Mathematics Teacher

16 Years of Service with HCPS

Nominated by Patrice Brown
Introduced by George E. Nickels

Lisamarie Bermudez earned her Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies
Pre-K—8 in 2008 and Master of Arts in Mathematics Education in 2011 and 
received an Endorsement in Educational Leadership from Western Governors 
University in 2014. Ms. Bermudez teaches mathematics at Edgewood Middle 
School and is a member of the School Improvement Team and is the coordinator 
of the Annual Family Bazaar where she fosters community relationships through 
her contact with business partners. She is also the coordinator for the EDMS 
University afterschool intervention program. She serves her community as a 
Sunday school teacher, church secretary, and pastor’s assistant.

Finalists

About Lisamarie



Laura Potter
C. Milton Wright High School
Mathematics Teacher

Two Years of Service with HCPS

Nominated by Julia O’Mara
Introduced by Nathan R. Ehrhardt

Laura Potter received her bachelor’s degree in mathematics from University of Notre 
Dame of Maryland in 2001 and her Master of Arts in teaching from Towson University 
in 2005. Ms. Potter has been teaching for 11 years, currently serving as a mathematics 
teacher at C. Milton Wright High School. Ms. Potter serves as Acting Mathematics 
Department Chairperson and member of the School Improvement Team. At the 
county level, Ms. Potter has facilitated professional development to strengthen 
mathematics instruction. In the fall of 2014, she was nominated for the William J. 
Sacco Mathematics Teacher Award.

Tonya Chandler
Youth’s Benefit Elementary School
Second Grade Teacher

Nine Years of Service with HCPS

Nominated by Heather Johnson
Introduced by William D. Sento

Tonya Chandler teaches second grade at Youth’s Benefit Elementary School. 
During her nine years at YBES, she has served in multiple roles that have enhanced 
teacher professional growth and student achievement. In addition, Ms. Chandler 
worked for 10 years as a Center Director/Team Leader with early childcare centers 
achieving National Association for the Education of Young Children accreditation. 
Ms. Chandler holds a Bachelor of Arts from Eastern College, a Master of Arts 
from Cabrini College, and an Educational Leadership Certificate from Loyola 
University. She is a member of Fallston United Methodist Church, serving on the 
Worship Team and actively working with mission programs.

About Tonya

About Laura



Katie Scharpf
Forest Hill Elementary School
Third Grade Teacher

Nine Years of Service with HCPS

Nominated by Tammy Bosley 
Introduced by Tara Kovatana

Katie Scharpf has been a teacher for HCPS since December of 2005. She attended 
Towson University, where she received her bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood 
Education and the ‘Towson’s Elite’ title due to her exemplary performance as 
a student, intern and educational leader. Ms. Scharpf attended the College of Notre 
Dame of Maryland, where she received her master’s in Administration and Supervision. 
Upon graduation, she was inducted into the National Honor Society. Over the last 
ten years, Ms. Scharpf has taught kindergarten through third grade. Her consistent 
professional goal has focused on supporting the success of all students. 

About Katie

Sarah Scholl
Havre de Grace Middle School
Media Specialist

Nine Years of Service with HCPS

Nominated by Rachel Coutts
Introduced by Chyna C. Young

Sarah Scholl is in her 10th year of teaching at Havre de Grace Middle School, 
where she serves as the Media Specialist. She is a 2005 graduate of Elizabethtown 
College with a degree in English Education and earned her master’s degree in 
Instructional Technology from Towson University in 2011. She is the Ben Carson 
Reading Room Coordinator, a School Improvement Team and Professional 
Development Committee member, and instructor for the after school intervention 
program, Warriors Working Well. Ms. Scholl has presented sessions on technology 
integration for HCPS and state conferences, writes library curriculum and manages 
the after school student book club. 

About Sarah



Visit us at APGFCU.com/EducatorRewards.

We love educators – you shape 
the future.

Call. Click. Come in.
410-272-4000 | Harford & Cecil counties

Congratulations to the
Teacher of the Year!

Federally insured by NCUA

Freedom Federal Credit Union
Proud sponsor of the Teacher of the Year Award

A Golden Opportunity 
Freedom’s Golden Apple program offers Harford 
County education employees a unique member 
rewards program with special service features 
and benefits, including cash bonuses. 

For complete details about this exclusive opportunity   
visit Freedom online or contact:

 Patrice Ricciardi
 410-952-3374
 PRicciardi@freedomfcu.org

Congratulations to all Teacher of the Year nominees. 
Thank you for your dedication to education!

Bank better at Freedom.
Federally insured by NCUA

1-800-440-4120 
www.freedomfcu.org

You’re Golden

SponsorshipAdFINALR2.indd   1 3/10/15   12:10 PM

You don’t just buy a car.  
           You buy a company.

410-679-1500
1101 BUSINESS CENTER WAY

EDGEWOOD, MD 21040

THOMPSONTOYOTA.COM



Judging Committee
LEADERSHIP TEAM

Jean Mantegna
Assistant Superintendent for

Human Resources
Angela Morton

Executive Director of
Elementary School Performance

Joseph Schmitz
Executive Director of

Secondary School Performance
Dr. Susan Brown

Executive Director of Curriculum,
Instruction & Assessment

Laurie Namey
Supervisor of Equity & Cultural Proficiency

Jillian Lader
Manager of Communications

FORMER TEACHERS OF THE YEAR
Lawrence Jehnert

Edgewood Elementary 3rd Grade Teacher
Christian Slattery

Jarrettsville Elementary Assistant Principal

ADMINISTRATORS
Ronald Wooden

Havre de Grace Elementary Principal
Toni Sawyer

Magnolia Middle Assistant Principal
Edward Herbold

North Harford High Principal

BUSINESS COMMUNITY
Diane Moore

HAR-CO Credit Union
Terry Troy

Maryland Agency Financial Group

PARENT REPRESENTATIVE
Sandra Monaco

Parent Teacher Association (PTA) President

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE
Hannah Jones

Board of Education

410-734-7300
www.thearenaclub.com

2304 Churchville Rd • Bel Air

Where do you 
want to be

this summer?



www.bastapastamd.com

2745 Fallston Road
Fallston, MD 21047

410-692-5200

60 West Timonium Road
Timonium, MD 21093

443-964-6385

www.visagesalonandspa.com

422 South Main Street
Bel Air, MD 21014

410-838-3399

islandspicejamaicanrestaurant.com

2120A Emmorton Park Road 
Edgewood, MD 21040

410-612-9977

richardsonsflowersandgifts.com

816 South Main Street
Bel Air, MD 21014

410-838-3883





Bryan Michaels
410-638-0101

219 E. Broadway, Bel Air, MD 

www.plazamexicomaryland.com

2314 Belair Road • Fallston, MD 21047
410-877-2461

9200 Bay Avenue • North Beach, MD 20714
443-964-6385
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Lou Ward & The Bayou Restaurant Staff

Harford Cable Network (HCN):
Dennis Cassidy, Graphics; Tim Reca, Camera; Ron Sutton, Camera;
Lee Wittham, Audio; Mark Zervas, Director; Tom Zoukis, Camera

Mark Waddell, Lifetouch (photographer)

Dennis Cassidy, HCN (silent video editor)

Nunzio Fiorentino, HCPS (audio)

Jay Berends, HCPS (audio)

Harford Technical High School, Agricultural Department
(corsages & boutonnieres)

Richardson’s Flowers & Gifts (centerpieces)

HCPS Communications Office:
Lindsay Bilodeau, Denée Crumrine, Jillian Lader, and Elizabeth Mink



Bronze Sponsors
Baltimore Ravens

Bertucci’s

Bill Bateman’s Bistro

Buffalo Wild Wings

C.R. Wings

Churchville Golf

Coffee Coffee

Delta Family Restaurant

Forest Hill Lanes

Giovanni’s Restaurant

Harford Lanes

Jarrettsville Creamery & Deli 

Java by the Bay

Jordan Thomas Salon & Spa

Kroh’s Nursery, Inc. 

Liberatore’s Ristorante

MaGerk’s Pub & Grill

McShane’s Restaurant

Patrick Spicer

Pat’s Pizzeria Edgewood

Pizza Hut

Silks Restaurant at Bulle Rock

Steppingstone Museum

Susquehanna Spine & Rehab

Vagabond Sandwich Company

Wockenfuss Candy Company

Yogurt Mountain





Preston’s
stat ionery,  inc .

Invitations &
Announcments

for all occasions
410.838.5858

319 S. 319 S. Main Street - Bel Air
www.prestonstationery.com

custom.preston@verizon.net

Harford County Public Schools.
20th Annual Teacher of the Year Awards.

Congratulations and Thank You 
to all of our 

Dedicated Teachers.

Jiffy Lube of Harford County.

Harford County Public Schools.
21st Annual Teacher of the Year Awards.

Congratulations and Thank You
to all of  our

Dedicated Teachers.



XTEND BARRE BEL AIR
223 Brierhill Drive, Suite L

Bel Air, MD 21015

www.xtendbarrebelair.com

belair@extendbarre.com

410.420.2500

OUR COUNTY’S

FINEST

YOUR FRIENDS AT

WOULD LIKE TO

ON THE TREMENDOUS LEADERSHIP 
YOU INSTILL IN OUR YOUTH!

1701 Belair Rd. Bel Air, MD 21014
410-838-3100

www.plazaford.com

CONGRATULATE
Jess Silberzahn

Independent Stylist

443-504-9112
www.stelladot.com/jessicasilberzahn

jess.silberzahn@gmail.com

Congratulations to the 
HCPS Teacher of the Year, 

and all the finalists!
Thank you for the sparkle 
you bring to the classroom 

every day!



The Teacher of the Year blog can be found at
www.hcps.org/teacheroftheyear.

Subscribe for updates and words of wisdom
directly from our Teacher of the Year.

You’ll also be able to access video and photos of the banquet, view 
our sponsors, and learn about previous winners on this site.

www.facebook.com/hcpschools

@HCPSchools

Like HCPS on Facebook and follow us on Twitter —
we’ll keep you posted about our

Teacher of the Year’s exciting journey.

Know a teacher who would be deserving of the award?
Make sure to visit www.hcps.org/teacheroftheyear in November

to nominate the extraordinary teacher in your life!

HCPS Teacher of the Year
doesn’t end here...





The Harford County Public School System does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, sex, age, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, or disability 
in matters affecting employment or in providing access to programs. Inquiries 
related to the policies of the Board of Education of Harford County should be 
directed to the Manager of Communications, 410-588-5203.


