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Background Information: 

 

 In 1980, the new C. Milton Wright HS (CMWHS) was constructed and occupied.  With 

the construction of the new school, Harford County Public Schools (HCPS) designed and built 

the educational facility to include classrooms for general instruction, career and technology, 

education, special education, science, music, art, and physical education which were all provided 

to accommodate the CMWHS instructional program. In accordance with standard practice at the 

time of construction, the scope of the project did not include the installation of a black box 

theatre. Now the school desires, and is requesting authorization to convert/update an existing 

drama classroom; which was added during the 1996 classroom addition project, to an active 

Black Box Theatre.  When requested, this requirement becomes the responsibility of the local 

school community and is coordinated under the HCPS School/Organization Sponsored Project 

process.    

  

Discussion: 

 

 The proposed upgrades will add to the instruction and production of the CMWHS drama 

department while offering learning opportunities to other content areas. The current space is 

limited as a drama classroom and as a performance area. The renovation will allow the Black 

Box Theatre to be used in a number of ways beyond the drama department and for programs 

with smaller audiences. Retractable seating will be installed to allow more flexibility for dance, 

music, and drama instruction. CMWHS is also heavily utilized by the Harford County 

Department of Parks and Recreation, civic groups, and for professional development for HCPS 

teachers. The proposed improvements will also be an added benefit these groups and other 

stakeholders throughout the CMWHS community. 

 

The work of this project will be performed by Baron Stage Curtain & Equipment 

Company, TJ Distributors and Advanced Fire Protection. Observation and inspection will be 

performed by the HCPS Facilities Department and the Harford County Government’s 

Department of Inspections, Licenses and Permits to ensure compliance with codes and standards. 

 

 Funds for this project have been provided through an Arts Grant from HCPS, CMWHS, 

and the CMWHS Drama Department. 

  

 All of the necessary documentation has been submitted, reviewed, and approved by the 

appropriate school system staff, with comments through the Assistant Superintendent for 

Operations, as required by school system procedures.  The cost associated with this request is as 



follows: 

 

 Curtain Track and Curtains    $  8,600.00 

 Retractable Seating     $19,600.00 

 Sprinkler System for Raised Stage   $  1,302.00 

 

Total Cost      $29,502.00 

 

 

Superintendent’s Recommendation: 

The Superintendent of Schools recommends that the Board of Education approve the 

proposed improvements by C. Milton Wright High School to renovate a classroom into a black 

box theatre in the amount of $29,502.00. 
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