BOARD OF EDUCATION OF HARFORD COUNTY
INFORMATIONAL BOARD REPORT

DECISION ON

CHANGE OF NAME FOR
JOHN ARCHER SCHOOL

MARCH 14, 2022

Background Information:

The Harford County public school known and designated as John Archer School is located
at 100 Thomas Run Road, Bel Air, Maryland, 21015. The John Archer School opened in 1971
and was named after Dr. John Archer, a Harford County native.

Discussion:

Dr. Archer was born near Churchville in 1741 and died in 1810. He practiced medicine in
Harford County and established a school for training physicians at his home, called “Medical
Hall.” He served in the Revolutionary War, in various governmental positions and as a member
of Congress. During his lifetime, Dr. John Archer was an owner of enslaved persons.

HCPS policy and position regarding the naming of schools has changed significantly since
1971. Board Policy 20-0024-000, entitled, Naming of Public-School Buildings or Facilities or
Parts/Areas Thereof, among other things, states as follows:

I11. Policy Statement

A. All public school buildings shall be named in accordance with the
following process.

1. All public school buildings shall be named prior to the
building’s opening for use.

2. The name designated for the public school building shall
properly recognize the importance of the public school
building to the county, school system and community.

3. A name for a public school building shall be that of:

a. The community, location, road, or street where the
public-school building is located;

b. A significant and distinguishable landmark which
will identity the school’s location;
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& A person, living or dead, who has made significant
contributions to the nation, the State of Maryland, to
Harford County, or the public school
system, based upon any or all of the following
criteria:

1) Outstanding and exceptional support of and
service to or on behalf of the public-school
students in the county:

2) Outstanding citizenship and character;

3) General service to the community;

4) Superior ethical standards;

S) Any financial donations made by the person

to the school system.

The Superintendent and HCPS staff believe that maintaining the name of an owner of
enslaved persons as the name of a school is inconsistent with the educational mission of HCPS.
The Superintendent notes, in this regard:

L. The Board’s Strategic Plan which includes the Board’s Mission and states as
follows:

“Each student will attain academic and personal success in a safe and caring
environment that honors the diversity of our students and staft.”

2. The Board’s Educational Equity policy, Section III. A. which states, among
other things,

“Environments for student learning, extra-curricular activities, and other
school or school-sponsored activities, shall be designed by the school
system so as to be equitable, fair, safe, diverse, and inclusive.”

3 Board Policy 20-0024-000, at Section III. C. 1., provides, among other
things, as follows:

II1. Policy Statement

Cs l. Naming of a public school building facility or
part/area thereof which is inconsistent with the
educational mission of HCPS is prohibited.




2. The Board reserves the right in its sole discretion to
change, in whole or in part, or eliminate at any time,
in whole or in part, the name of any Public School
Building, a Public School Facility, or any part or area
thereof.

While the Superintendent acknowledges that Dr. John Archer was a major historical figure in ™
and early 19" century Maryland, his ownership of enslaved persons is incompatible with the
Board’s Mission, as articulated by the above provisions, in the Board’s Equity Policy and in the
Board’s Strategic Plan.

The Superintendent and staff believe that renaming the John Archer School will provide students
at the school an educational environment more conducive to learning in a healthy, diverse,
inclusive, and equitable learning environment.

Pursuant to Section III. C. 2. of the above Board policy, the Board may change the name of any
public school building at any time. Pursuant to Section I1I. B. of the above policy, at least sixty
(60) days prior to the initial naming of a public school building, an announcement is required to
be made, at a regular Board meeting, of the intention of the Board to select such an initial name.
Thereafter, for sixty (60) days, any member of the public may submit proposals for the name. At
the next, regularly scheduled Board meeting, after the expiration of the sixty-day (60-day) time
period, any name recommended by the Superintendent, as well as names submitted by the public,
are to be considered by the Board, and a decision made by the Board as to whether to approve one
of the names submitted, or to adopt a name that the Board selects independent of the
recommendations.

Although the above Board policy does not require the above procedural regulations to be applied
to the change of the name of a school building, as opposed to a building’s initial naming, the
Superintendent believes that the above process should apply to a change of name of a school
building.

Superintendent’s Recommendation

The Superintendent recommends that the Board:

1. Announce its intention at this Board meeting to rename the John Archer School.

2. Request that the Superintendent post an announcement on the HCPS website of the Board’s
intention to rename the John Archer School, as stated above, and also stating, that the
procedural requirements as described above, and set forth in Section III. B., of the Board

policy 20-0024-000 Naming of Public School Buildings or Facilities or Parts/Areas
Thereof, will apply with respect to the renaming of the John Archer School.
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Attachments:

1. Current Board Policy 20-0024-000 Naming of Public-School Buildings or Facilities
or Parts/Areas Thereof.




POL'CY Harford County Public Schools

POLICY TITLE
Naming of Public School Buildings or Facilities or Parts/Areas Thereof

ADOPTION/EFFECTIVE DATE MOST RECENTLY AMENDED MOST RECENTLY REAFFIRMED:
04/08/2013 05/06/2002
POLICY/PROCEDURE MANUAL SUMMARY CATEGORY:

District Management

1.

I11.

Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to authorize and establish criteria for the naming of
public school buildings, facilities or parts or areas thereof. The policy is intended
to exclusively govern any and all naming of public school buildings, facilities, or
parts or areas thereof.

Definitions

A. Public School Building means a structure erected by or owned by Harford
County Public Schools (HCPS) which exceeds 5000 square feet.

B. Public School Facility means a structure erected by or owned by HCPS
which is less than 5000 square feet.

C. Part or Area of Public School Building or Facility means any component

of a Harford County Public Schools (HCPS) public school building or
facility and includes, but is not limited to, structural components, walls,
hallways, gardens, courtyards, rooms, fences, trees, bushes, lawns, fields,
athletic fields, athletic stadia, or any part, component or feature of a
school’s real property or improvements thereon.

Policy Statement

A,

All public school buildings shall be named in accordance with the
following process.

1 All public school buildings shall be named prior to the building’s
opening for use.

2. The name designated for the public school building shall properly
recognize the importance of the public school building to the county,
school system and community.

Policy Number:
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3 A name for a public school building shall be that of:

a. The community, location, road or street where the public
school building is located;

b. A significant and distinguishable landmark which will
identify the school’s location;

s A person, living or dead who has made significant
contributions to the nation, the State of Maryland, to Harford
County or the public school system based upon any or all of
the following criteria:

1) Outstanding and exceptional support of and service to
or on behalf of the public school students in the
county;

2) Outstanding citizenship and character;

3) General service to the community;

4) Superior ethical standards;

5) Any financial donations made by the person to the

school system.

4. The selection of the name of a public school building shall occur as
follows:
a. At least sixty (60) days prior to the naming of a public school

building, an announcement shall be made at a regularly
scheduled Board of Education meeting of the Board’s intent
to name a public school facility. The Board may distribute
such announcement by such other means as it deems
appropriate including publication in newspapers and website
postings.

b. The announcement described above shall include an invitation
to the public to suggest names for the public school building.
The Board shall also announce the method by which the
public shall convey its suggestions to the Board.

C. At the first regular Board meeting following the expiration of
the 60-day period, the Superintendent shall present to the
Board the list of names submitted to it by the public and shall
include the name which the Superintendent recommends. The
name recommended by the Superintendent may be either
taken from the list of names suggested by the public or it may
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be a name which the Superintendent has selected independent
of the public list. In the latter event, the Superintendent shall
provide a statement of reasons why a name was selected that
was not suggested by the public. The Superintendent shall
provide to the Board a list of the names suggested by the
public in any event.

d. After receiving the names on the list suggested by the public
and the Superintendent’s recommendation, the Board shall
vote regarding the name to be selected for the public school
building in question. The Board may, in taking such vote,
select any name provided by the public or the Superintendent,
or any other name it deems appropriate and consistent with
this policy.

B. Naming of a Public School Facility or a Part or Area of a Public School
Building or Facility.

No Public School Facility, part or area of a Public School Building or
Public School Facility shall be named unless done so in accordance with
the following process:

l. The principal or administrator of the School Building or Facility in
question shall propose the naming of the Public School Facility or
part or area of a Public School Building or Facility to:

a. the applicable executive director, or

b. if the Public School Facility or part or area of a Public
School Building is located on school system grounds where
a school is not located, the Assistant Superintendent of
Operations.

s The principal’s or administrator’s proposal shall set forth the bases
for his/her naming recommendation. Such bases shall include, but
are not limited to the following criteria:

a. If the proposed name is that of a person, living or dead, the
contribution of that person to the nation, the State of
Maryland, Harford County or the public school system as

applicable.

1) Outstanding and exceptional support of and service to
or on behalf of the public school students in the
county;
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2) Outstanding citizenship and character;
3) General service to the community;
4) Superior ethical standards;

5) Any financial donations made by the person to the
school system;

6) Any other relevant information.
b. If the name is that of a place or thing:
1) the significance of such name relative to the facility,

or area or part thereof, and;
2) any other relevant information.

3. If the applicable executive director approves a recommendation,
he/she shall submit same to the Associate Superintendent of
Curriculum, Instruction and Assessments who, if he/she approves
same, shall submit such recommendation to the Superintendent.

4. If the Assistant Superintendent for Operations approves a
recommendation, he/she shall submit same to the Superintendent.

S If the Superintendent approves the recommendation, he/she shall
submit same to the Board for decision or approval at a regular
business meeting.

C. 1. Naming of a public school building facility or part/area thereof
which is inconsistent with the educational mission of HCPS is
prohibited.

2 The Board reserves the right in its sole discretion to change, in

whole or in part, or eliminate at any time, in whole or in part, the
name of any Public School Building, a Public School Facility, or
any part or area thereof.

Board Approval Acknowledged By:

‘ f ‘\ 1 A“' ] | ‘;’f
Barbara P. Canavan, Secretary and Treasurer
Board of Education of Harford County
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