
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF HARFORD COUNTY 

INFORMATIONAL REPORT 

DECISION ON SCHOOL/ORGANIZATION SPONSORED PROJECT 
HAVRE DE GRACE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

EILEEN FRIEL MEMORIAL 
 

April 27, 2026 
 

Background Information: 
 

The Havre de Grace Elementary School (HDES) community is requesting approval to 
install a memorial consisting of a tree planting and an engraved bench in memory of Eileen Friel. 
The tree will be installed near the front entrance of the school, and the bench will be placed under 
the front portico near the Havre de Grace Elementary School main entrance. This memorial will 
provide the school community with a lasting tribute to Ms. Friel. 

 
The Eileen Friel Memorial is being proposed per policy # 20-0043-000, Memorials on 

School Grounds.  On April 8, 2013, the Board of Education of Harford County adopted policy 
#20-0043-000, which identifies the criteria relative to such memorials. The Memorial has been 
approved by the Superintendent and requires the approval of the Board.  

 
Discussion: 
 

The donation of the engraved bench was donated by a HDES family. The bench is engraved 
with “In Memory of Ms. Friel.” The request for a memorial on school grounds has been endorsed 
by the Director of Elementary Schools, and approved by the Superintendent. 

 
All of the necessary documentation has been submitted, reviewed, and approved by the 

appropriate school system staff, with comments through the Assistant Superintendent for Operations, 
as required by school system procedures. 
 
Superintendent’s Recommendation: 
 

The Superintendent of Schools recommends that the Board of Education approve the Eileen 
Friel Memorial on the campus of Havre de Grace Elementary School. The estimated cost for this 
project is $565.00. 
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POLICY Harford County Public Schools

POLICY TITLE:

Memorials on School Grounds

ADOPTION/EFFECTIVE DATE:

12t12t1983
MOST RECENTLY AMENDED:

4t8t2013
I\iIOST RECENTLY REAFFIRMED:

5t6t2002

POLICYiPROCEDURE MANUAL SUMMARY CATEGORY:

District Management

I.

I

Purpose

The purpose of this poticy is to set forth the Board's authorization of memorials

on school system grounds and criteria relative to such memorials.

Definition

Memorial means a structure or physical object of any kind whether permanent or

temporary including, but not limited to, buildings, signs, walls, flora,

photographs, pictures which are erected, constructed or situated in or about a

school or school campus for the purpose of honoring either a living or a deceased

person or persons.

Policy Statement

A. Only the following types of memorials are permitted on school system

grounds.

1. A photograph or picture not exceeding 3 feet by 2 feet.

2. A tree or shrub provided the Facilities Maintenance Department

approves same.

3. A plaque or inscription.

B. Any memorial as listed in A above must be approved as follows.

1. Memorials on the grounds of schools must be approved by the

school principal, applicable executive director, the Associate

Superintendent, the Superintendent and the Board.

Memorials on school system grounds where a school is not located

must be approved by the Superintendent and the Board.

ilI.

2.
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POLICY Harford County Public Schools

C. Any memorial listed in A above and which contains writing may not be

approved unless the writing contains only the following information:

l. Name, Birth Date and Death Date (if applicable) relating to the

person memorialized.

2. Years and type of service to Harford County Public Schools

(HCPS) if applicable.

Memorials which are inconsistent with the educational mission of HCPS

are prohibited.

The Board reserves the right in its sole discretion to change, in whole or in
part, or eliminate, at any time, any memorial.

D.

E.

Board Approval Acknowledged By:

'an] Secretary and Treasurer
on of Harford County
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Policy Action Dates

ACTION DATE ACTION DATE

ADOPTED 12t12t1983 AMENDED 41812013

AMENDED 7/9/1990

AMENDED 112111998

REAFFIRMED 51612002
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LAST EDITORiDRAFTER NAME:

Patrick P. Spicer, Esquire
JOB POSITION OF LAST EDITOR/DRAFTER:

GeneralCounsel

PERSON RESPONSIBLE:

Patrick P. Spicer, Esquire
JOB POSITION OF PERSON RESPONSIBLE

GeneralCounsel

DESIGNEE NAME: JOB POSITION OF DESIGNEE:

REFERENCE 1 TYPE REFERENCE 1 NO. REFERENCE,l DESCRIPTION.

REFERENCE 2 TYPE: REFERENCE 2 NO. REFERENCE 2 DESCRIPTION:

REFERENCE 3 TYPE REFERENCE 3 NO- REFERENCE 3 DESCRIPTION:

REFERENCE 4 TYPE: REFERENCE 4 NO. REFERENCE 4 DESCRIPTION:

REFERENCE 5 TYPE REFERENCE 5 NO. REFERENCE 5 DESCRIPTION:
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PO-IICY NUIVIBER P'BIOR Tp APRIL 8, ?013; 06-0q25-000 ,
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