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Aberdeen High School Featured on Newsweek’s  

“Beating the Odds 2015” Rankings 

Aberdeen High is one of only three Maryland high schools on list 

 

Aberdeen High School is one of only three high schools in the state to be recognized by 

Newsweek magazine as a school that excels in preparing its students for college while 

overcoming the obstacles of an economically disadvantaged population. 

 

Aberdeen High was included in the 2015 Newsweek list, “Beating the Odds,” which ranks schools 

based on performance while also controlling for student poverty rates.  Aberdeen High made 

the list at No. 480 of 500 public high schools.  Newsweek chose the top 500 from across 26,000 

schools in the U.S.   

 

Aberdeen High had a college readiness score of 77.1 and a poverty index of 39 percent.  The 

school had a graduation rate of 97.8 percent, with 85.0 percent of its graduates college bound.      

 

High schools on this particular list are first ranked based on performance factors such as 

graduation rate, college enrollment rate, SAT and ACT scores and participation, AP/IB scores 

and participation, full time counselors to students ratio, dropout rate, enrollment in college 

courses during high school, and state test scores.  The “Beating the Odds” list then accounts for 

the effects of social inequality on education by factoring in student poverty as reflected by 

eligibility for free/reduced price lunches. 

 

“I am extremely proud, but not a bit surprised that Aberdeen High School was recognized by 

Newsweek Magazine for this achievement.  The members of this school community are known 

for ‘Beating the Odds.’  It is a testament to their unwavering dedication to providing all students 

opportunities to achieve and grow,” said Harford County Public Schools Superintendent Barbara 

P. Canavan. “The school community continues to work unselfishly and tirelessly to ensure student 

success. Students know that hard work and a strong work ethic are a foundation for being both 

college and career ready.” 

 

The complete list of Newsweek’s “Beating the Odds” high schools may be found at 

http://www.newsweek.com/high-schools/beating-odds-2015.  
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