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Session Goals:
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Background – English Learners (ELs) 

• MSDE and HCPS requirements

HCPS EL identification process

MSDE and HCPS resources to support the process

Communication with non-English speaking families



MSDE and HCPS requirements

Title III of  ESSA – English Learners (ELs)

Eligibility, Guidance, and Laws

An EL is a student who may have been born outside 

of  the U.S.:

• who communicates in a language other than English; or

• whose family uses a primary language other than English 

in the home; and

• whose English language proficiency falls within the range 

established by the State for an English language 

development program.
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http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/English-Learners/Eligibility-
Guidance-Laws.aspx



The Growing Number 

of English Learners (ELs) in HCPS
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Where HCPS English Learners 

come from:
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60% of  ELs are born in the United 

States

40% of  ELs are immigrants from other 

countries



Immigrants – Country of Origin

45 different countries total
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Languages Spoken by ELs in 

HCPS
Other Languages

• 36-Chinese

• 28-Russian/Ukrainian

• 24-Vietnamese

• 23-Urdu/Hindi

• 19-Gujarati

• 15-Uzbek

• 15-Arabic

• 15-French

• 12-Panjabi

• 10-Tagalog/Filipino

• 10-Amharic

• 10-Nepali

7

790 students total

48 languages total

Dominant language:

496-Spanish



MSDE and HCPS requirements

Title III of  ESSA – English Learners (ELs)

Eligibility, Guidance, and Laws

An EL is a student who may have been born outside 

of  the U.S.:

• who communicates in a language other than English; or

• whose family uses a primary language other than English 

in the home; and

• whose English language proficiency falls within the range 

established by the State for an English language 

development program.
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http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/English-Learners/Eligibility-
Guidance-Laws.aspx



MSDE and HCPS requirements

Title III of  ESSA – English Learners (ELs)

Eligibility, Guidance, and Laws

“Local school systems are required to ask the parents of  every 
student upon enrollment if  a language other than English is 

spoken using a Home Language Survey (HLS) to identify 

potential ELs”
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http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/English-Learners/Eligibility-
Guidance-Laws.aspx



Registration and Identification of ELs

HCPS Registration

Maryland Home 

Language Survey
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Registration and Identification of ELs

Maryland Home Language Survey

English Language Placement Test (WIDA Screener or 
W-APT)

• Eligible for ESOL if  the score is below PL 4.5 (scale 1.0-6.0)

Data requests for Transfer Students

• Previous WIDA scores determine eligibility for ESOL

Notification of  Placement in ESOL

• Yes – Parents agree with ESOL services

• No – Parents refuse ESOL services

EL Plan

• Indicates EL status, proficiency level (PL), and EL 
accommodations

ESOL Services
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HCPS ESOL Staff 2020-2021

1 Supervisor of  ELL and World Language Programs

1 Teacher Specialist – ESOL

1 Curriculum Specialist – WL 

1 Administrative Support Technician (shared with two other 

CO departments)

14 certified ESOL teachers 
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ELL Teachers and their school assignments
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ELL Teacher role within school setting

Assessment of  students identified on the HCPS 
Registration Form and the Maryland Home Language 
Survey as those whose primary language spoken at home is 
other than English, and their eligibility determination for 
ESOL services,

Instruction to eligible English learners and documentation 
of  their progress in English language acquisition (WIDA 
scores and interpretation of  scores),

Role of  an education liaison/advocate for 
English learners and their families and/or a 
cultural/linguistic facilitator within the school setting.
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Non-Instructional Supports for ELLs
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Using the MS Teams tool, raise your hand if  you ever had a need 

(or you think you will have a need) to communicate with limited 

or non-English speaking parents/guardians



Non-Instructional Supports for ELLs

CTS Language Link
• Over the phone interpretation (OPI) service

• Interpreters are carefully screened, certified and trained in OPI (Over-the-

Phone Interpreting) techniques in more than 240 languages and dialects

• Dial 1-800-535-9250

• HCPS subscription – Account # 13099

• Paid by minutes from the general HCPS budget

Use it for:

• communicating day to day information

• solving problems, asking questions, clarifying
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Non-Instructional Supports for ELLs

TransACT
• Online document translation library

• Comprehensive selection of  more than 150 general education school 
forms, notices and letters in over 20 languages

• Create your cost-free account using your HCPS email and password

• The portal had a software upgrade on 11/6

Use it for:
• school/district generated forms

• registration

• field trips

• conferences

• special events
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Talking Points - Non-profit organization focused on 

engagement for families of  under-resourced, 

multilingual communities.

Web browser and mobile app - free for teachers

Non-Instructional Supports for ELLs



School Registration 

Process for ELs

Step by step flowchart
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ALL Schools
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ALL Schools
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For HS only
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Closure
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Thank you

Questions


