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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                                                           JULY 7, 2026
Harford County Students Represent Maryland at FBLA National Leadership Conference
Students from Harford County Public Schools (HCPS) recently distinguished themselves on the national stage at the Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) National Leadership Conference in San Antonio, Texas June 28 through July 3, 2026. Joining more than 16,000 students from across the country, these outstanding student leaders demonstrated their business knowledge, professionalism, and leadership skills through competitive events, workshops, and networking opportunities with industry professionals. 
Representing Maryland were Paige McAllister of Aberdeen High School, who also serves as the FBLA Northeast Region Vice President; Josie Gottschalk, Ellie Kansler, and Pearl Lin, of Bel Air High School; and Tyler Mangold of Fallston High School.
Throughout the conference, students competed in a variety of national-level business events, showcasing the skills and knowledge they have developed through their academic and FBLA experiences. In recognition of their commitment to ethical leadership and professional standards, each student earned the Nationally Accredited Business Ethics Certification, a credential that highlights integrity and responsibility in the business world. 
In addition to competition, students participated in professional development workshops designed to strengthen leadership, communication, and career-readiness skills while connecting with peers and business professionals from across the nation. 
Bel Air High School’s FBLA chapter also received national recognition as a National Silver Champion Chapter, an honor awarded to chapters demonstrating exceptional achievement in member engagement, leadership development, community service, and participation in FBLA programs throughout the year. 
“Our students continue to demonstrate what is possible when talent, determination, and meaningful learning opportunities come together,” said Dr. Dyann R. Mack, Superintendent of Harford County Public Schools. “Representing Maryland on the national stage is an impressive accomplishment, and we are incredibly proud of these students for their dedication, professionalism, and leadership. Their success reflects not only their hard work, but also the impact of our families, educators and business education programs in preparing students for college, careers, and future leadership roles.” 
The National Leadership Conference marked the culmination of months of preparation and achievement for these students. They returned home with enhanced skills, valuable experiences, and renewed motivation to pursue future academic, professional, and leadership opportunities. 
Harford County Public Schools congratulates these students and the Bel Air High School FBLA chapter on their outstanding accomplishments and their exemplary representation of Maryland on the national stage. 
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