
2026 

GRADUAL ENTRY 
SCHEDULE 

PRE-K AND KINDERGARTEN

Incoming Pre-K and Kindergarten students start school on a gradual 
entry schedule. This means they come to school for a half day with a 
parent or guardian on one of the two days prior to the first full day of 
school. The date is determined and communicated with you by your 

elementary school. 

PRE-K 

GRADUAL ENTRY DATES* 
Tuesday, September 8 

or 
Wednesday, September 9 

FIRST FULL DAY OF SCHOOL 
Thursday, September 10 

KINDERGARTEN 

GRADUAL ENTRY DATES* 
Tuesday, September 1 

or 
Wednesday, September 2 

FIRST FULL DAY OF SCHOOL 
Thursday, September 3 

*No transportation provided on gradual entry dates. 

WWW.HCPS.ORG/PARENTS/BACKTOSCHOOL 

https://WWW.HCPS.ORG/PARENTS/BACKTOSCHOOL
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