BOARD OF EDUCATION OF HARFORD COUNTY

INFORMATIONAL REPORT

DECISION ON 
SCHOLASTIC MATHEMATICS INVENTORY

JUNE 14, 2010
Background Information:

On behalf of the Curriculum Office, the Purchasing Department is requesting approval to award a contract to Scholastic, Inc., located at 557 Broadway, New York, NY, in the amount of $172,878.30 for mathematics assessments for elementary and middle schools.
Discussion:

Scholastic Math Inventory (SMI) is a research-based, computer-adaptive assessment that provides a direct measure of mathematics achievement on the Quantile Framework for Mathematics. Designed to assess learners in Grades 2-8, SMI provides educators with actionable data about their students’ skills as a Quantile measure, a score that describes the students’ readiness for instruction. SMI also provides educators with skills-based instructional recommendations. Scholastic Math Inventory can be used both as a universal screener and a progress monitoring tool to provide data for instructional placement and flexible grouping decisions as well as growth measurement over time for individuals and groups.
This is similar to the Scholastic Reading Inventory, that measures reading comprehension on the Lexile Framework for Reading, and is currently administered to all students in Harford County in grades 1-8.  The use of SMI as a tool for measuring student growth and for program evaluation will be monitored and evaluated.
Funds for this purchase are from the operating budget, fiscal year 2010 in the amount of 77,967.90 and the operating budget for fiscal year 2011, in the amount of $94,910.40.

Superintendent’s Recommendation:

The Superintendent of Schools recommends that the Board of Education approve the award of the contract in the amount of $172,878.30 to Scholastic, Inc.

