BOARD OF EDUCATION OF HARFORD COUNTY

INFORMATIONAL REPORT

DECISION ON

CONTRACT AWARD FOR SCHOOL BUSES
FEBRUARY 14, 2011
Background Information:

On behalf of the Transportation Department, the Purchasing Department is requesting approval to award a contract to American Truck & Bus, Inc., 195 Defense Highway, Annapolis, MD 21401, in the amount of $665,503.00 to purchase seven (7) Type 1, conventional school buses with flat floor and wheelchair lift with air conditioning.  Four (4) school buses were offered as trade-ins.
Discussion:

In compliance with federals guidelines, and to meet IEP requirements, seven (7) special needs buses are needed for the 2011-2012 school year to accommodate students and programs.
Due to the long lead time involved and to insure delivery prior to the beginning of the school year, orders must be placed at least four months in advance.

Competitive bids were opened on January 31, 2011.  Two bid responses were received.  Model 2012, Type 1 chassis specified.

Bid Results were as follows:

American Truck & Bus, Inc.:
7 buses @ $97,929.00 = $685,503.00
Less trade of 4 buses @ $5,000.00 = $20,000.00

Net Cost for 7 buses = $665,503.00

K. Neal International Trucks, Inc.:

7 buses @ $96,357.00 = $674,503.00
Less trade of 4 buses @ $500.00 = $2,000.00

Net Cost for 7 buses = $672,503.00

Bid responses were reviewed collaboratively by the Purchasing Agent and the Director of Transportation and his team members.  Purchasing recommends award to the lowest bidder, American Truck & Bus, Inc.  The vendor is in compliance with all terms, conditions and specifications of the bid.

The lowest bid response was less than the estimated funding by $48,497.00.  

Funding for this purchase is from the 2011-2012 capital budget.

Delivery of the buses is scheduled after July 1, 2011.

Superintendent’s Recommendation:
The Superintendent of Schools recommends that the Board of Education approve the award of the contract to the lowest bidder, American Truck & Bus, Inc. based on the bid results indicated above.
