BOARD OF EDUCATION OF HARFORD COUNTY

INFORMATIONAL REPORT
 DECISION ON FURNITURE ACQUISITION FOR RED PUMP ELEMENTARY
MARCH 28, 2011
Background Information:

The Purchasing Department is requesting a decision by the Board to award a furniture contract for Red Pump Elementary School to Virco Manufacturing, Inc., located at Highway 65 South, Conway, Arizona 72032, for the amount of $610,316.36.  This request is for the acquisition of standard school furniture items not in the construction contract.  All classroom and office items are to be furnished, delivered and installed utilizing the Virco Mfg. Planscape comprehensive project management system as a value-added, no cost feature.  This is the same acquisition model used for the four most recent school construction projects.
The basis for the cost of the furniture to be purchased has been established through utilization of the U.S. Communities national contract Master Agreement #0844685 with Virco Manufacturing, Inc., for educational furniture.  
Discussion:

Furniture is to be delivered and installed according to a building completion schedule developed by the HCPS Planning and Construction Department for the Red Pump Elementary School project.  A cross-functional team of relevant HCPS stakeholders collaborated with the Planscape project manager and installation firm, Douron, Inc., to identify and specify furniture requirements room-by-room throughout the building as needed for the general use of the school.  However, some specialized instructional, content specific, custodial, and computer technology items are not included in this contract with Virco Mfg.  These furniture and equipment items will be procured separately through the established HCPS processes.
Manufacturers sourced under this contract have demonstrated their commitment to indoor air quality, recycled content initiatives and other environmentally responsible practices through industry accepted and HCPS approved certification organizations and programs.  

Funds for this project are budgeted in the capital equipment budget, fiscal year 2011.  The final dollar amount for furniture is approximated at this time.  
Superintendent’s Recommendation:

The Superintendent of Schools recommends that the Board of Education approve a contract for the amount of $610,316.36 for the purchase and installation of educational furniture at Red Pump Elementary School.
