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Background Information:
In October 2000, the Harford County Public School System began an Educator Hall of
Fame program, in which the Board of Education of Harford County inducts one member into the
“Hall” each month during the school year. Former Harford County Public Schools (HCPS)
educators who have provided at least 20 years of extraordinary service to students and staff in the
school system are considered for nomination by the Harford County Retired School Personnel
Association (HCRSPA). The nominee is prominently featured on the Harford County Public
Schools website, www.hcps.org. The nominee (or his/her family in case the nominee is deceased
or unavailable) is also honored at a subsequent Board of Education meeting where he/she is
presented with a plaque, as well as a Board certificate and certificates from County and State
government officials.
Discussion:
C. Scott Sharnetzka is a native of York, Pennsylvania. He graduated from Lebanon
Valley College in 1968 with a Bachelor of Science in Music Education and from the Peabody
Conservatory of Music in 1973 with a Master of Music in Trumpet Performance. Serving as a
member of the 327th Army Band, Edgewood Arsenal brought Mr. Sharnetzka to Harford
County. Mr. Sharnetzka credits his high school band director with having the most positive and
influencing force on his decision to teach. He taught music at Bel Air High School from 1973 to
1979 and when C. Milton Wright High School opened, he transferred to that school for the
remainder of his career with Harford County Public Schools (HCPS). Mr. Sharnetzka made
many significant contributions to the music program and to the school system during his career.
As band director and department chair, he quickly made a reputation for that school’s music
program. His bands soon became organizations to be envied and imitated. He inspired young
brass players and taught them the knowledge, skills, responsibility and pride it takes to be a
musician. In addition to serving on the county-wide Gifted and Talented Committee, he was the
recipient of numerous awards and honors during his career, including the Maryland Music
Educators Association Award of Excellence – Outstanding Music Teacher of the Year Award in
1997, the Maryland House of Delegates Resolution for Excellence for Outstanding Service to the
Youth of Harford County in 1998, and most recently, induction in the Maryland Music Educators
Association Hall of Fame in 2012. Mr. Sharnetzka retired from HCPS in 2003, but remained
very active in the music community. He has held the position of director of the Bel Air
Community Band and the Bel Air Jazz Ensemble since 1996. He is presently on the staff of
Harford Community College as an adjunct professor of music. In addition, he has served as a
guest conductor throughout Maryland, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and he has performed with

the Ice Capades, the Ice Follies, the Moscow Circus and numerous off-Broadway shows as a
freelance trumpet player.
Superintendent’s Recommendation:
The Superintendent recommends the Board of Education of Harford County induct Mr.
C. Scott Sharnetzka into the HCPS Educator Hall of Fame as its 174th member in recognition of
his 30 years of extraordinary service to the students, staff and community of the Harford County
Public Schools as a teacher.

