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l. Purpose
To establish criteria related to the teaching of controversial issues in the
schools.

1. Definitions
Controversial issue means a subject or matter about which there are

significant differences of opinion, and about which related discussion may
create strong feelings among students and/or members of the community.

I11.  Statement of Policy

A controversial issue may be considered for secondary classroom instruction or
discussion when the following criteria are met:

A. The issue is related to the instructional goals of the course of study and
commensurate with the level of maturity of the students.

B. The controversial issue is presented in an impartial and objective manner
and in an atmosphere that is free from bias and prejudice.

C. The controversial issue, as presented, encourages open discussion and a
respect for conflicting beliefs and opinions.

D. Teachers may express their personal views regarding controversial issues,
provided the teacher presents such views in accordance with the above
criteria, and provided the teacher makes clear that the teacher’s statement
represents his/her personal opinion only.
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Board of Education of Harford County
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REFERENCES!

References are set forth in the Policy.

L All references are to specific federal or Maryland statutes or regulations. References
are provided for convenience and informational purposes only and are not to be
considered as exhaustive or as precluding Harford County Public Schools from relying

upon any other statutes, regulations, or legal authority in support of a policy.
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