FF Meadowvale View

March, 2010
A message from Mrs. Hawley

March! Oh the sayings and poems!
In like a lion out like a lamb.
A peck of March dust is worth a king’s ransom.
So many mists in March, so many frosts in May.
Daffodils
That come before the swallow dares, and take
The winds of March with beauty;
~Shakespeare, The Winter's Tale, Perdita at IV
“Springtime is the land awakening. The March winds are the morning yawn.” Lewis Grizzard.

Change is in the wind during March. Winter has been a record setter with snow totals. Additionally,
the week and a half of snow days has impacted our school calendar. Spring starts this month and
with that is the beginning of another busy end of the year at Meadowvale. As we move through the
spring, it is important to keep track of the calendars in order to plan for upcoming activities.

We begin the spring season with:

o Our 3" 4™ and 5™ graders will be taking the Maryland School Assessment March 9-25.

The schedule:

3" Grade: March 11, 12, 16, 17

4" Grade: March 9, 10, 16, 17

5" Grade: March 9, 10, 11, 12

A Postcard is coming home with specific information about when your child will be taking the
assessment.

o 3" quarter ends on March 30". There is still time to work toward the goals you set with your
child after the 2™ quarter.

o PTA’s Joe Corbis Fundraiser. In order to continue to provide all the wonderful activities for
our students, PTA will be holding an additional fundraiser. Please consider supporting this
fundraiser between March 11 and 25 with pick up on March 30.

o Class/Individual Picture Day on March 23.

o Spring break is at the beginning of April. Students are off from school April 2-7. This is a
change due to the snow days. Students will attend school 2 days that was originally set aside
for professional development.

o May 7 is Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten registration. Note this date if you have
children ready to enter school in the fall. Also, if you know of neighbors or friends who have
children ready to start school, let them know the date. Let’'s work together to get as many as
our kindergarten students registered on May 7" as possible!

In the View over the next several months, | will highlight some of the activities that are planned. The
list will grow as the 4™ quarter winds down.

This and that:

Requests for teachers for Fall 10: The grouping process is extensive and comprehensive. Many
have input at each point in the process. Teacher request letters from parents are accepted only as a
consideration along with all other information. Requests for a specific teacher are not guaranteed. If
you would like to write a letter, the most helpful information is about personalities that have worked
best for your child. Keep in mind that a particular teacher that was a perfect match for a neighbor’s
child or even a sibling may not be the best fit for your child. Additionally, often the information shared
about teachers on the sidelines at sporting events or in the grocery store aisles are not accurate.
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Remember that we too want what is best for your child and we take into consideration many aspects
of your child’s school life when placing children into classrooms. If you plan to write a letter with
information about your child to take into consideration during the grouping process, please submit
those by April 30, 2010.

Tardies: A reminder that instruction begins at 9:00 am each day. That means that students are best
prepared for the day if they are unpacked and ready for the day before 9:00. Announcements begin
at 8:55 am. If you drop your child off at school, please arrive in time for your child to get down the hall
to their classroom and unpacked by the time announcements begin. This way your child will not only
be physically ready but also feel prepared to begin his/her day.

Car riders in the morning: There have been more students dropped off by car this year than in the
past. With that comes a concern for the safety in front of the school where students are being
dropped off. Please follow these guidelines if you drive your child to school in the morning.

v" Have your child get out of the car on the curb side only.

v" Do not get out, leave your car parked on the fire lane and walk your child into school. If
you would like to walk your child into school, park in a parking space and escort your
child into the building. Cars are never to be left unattended on the fire lane in front
of the school.

v" Once your child is out of the car and walking up the path toward the front door, slowly
pull away.

v If you have dropped your child off but there are cars in front of you at the curb, please
wait for those cars to pull away. If you must pull away before those cars, PLEASE pull
around those cars slowly, carefully and be observant of children.

We all need to work together to keep our school family safe. Please follow these guidelines to ensure
safety for all.

Information about HCPS calendar and inclement weather days....

As of February 26, 2010, HCPS has used nine (9) snow days to date

HCPS proactively builds six (6) potential inclement weather make-up days into the calendar each year:
Two days at spring break (3/31 and 4/1) and Four days at the end of the year (6/10, 6/11, 6/14 & 6/15).
HCPS develops and approves calendars two years in advance to allow parents ample planning time

Schedule

HCPS will use all six inclement weather make-up days, which means HCPS students will now attend
school: March 31, April 1, June 10, 11, 14 and 15

Visit www.hcps.org for the most up-to-date information.

Additional Days

Individual school systems may submit a waiver request to the State Superintendent of Schools for up to
five days due to the historic snow storms. HCPS will submit a waiver request for any additional days
beyond the six make-up days scheduled (including the three we have already used) at the end of the
winter season as our chances for inclement weather are still great.

Submitting a request only for those days that exceed the six make-up days provides students with the
maximum number of instruction days as possible.

*%%* Please keep in mind, these are current conditions and are subject to change pending any future
inclement weather closures. ****


http://www.hcps.org/
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PREKINDERGARTEN: In prekindergarten, we will be working on our new unit called Hoe Down!
During this theme, we will learn the following key concepts.

1 Music is a series of connected sounds that have melody and rhythm.
1 Music is produced using instruments and voice.

1 Musicians and composers create music.

1 People listen to, play, and move to music for fun and relaxation.

We will have an opportunity to paint to music, listen to a variety of music, play a variety of
instruments, and create our own instruments.

In math, we will match quantities with symbols 0-7. We will also compare quantities 0-7 in terms of
more/less and before/after. We will draw circles, squares, and rectangles, too.

During our Book and Print Awareness study, we will know that lines on a page go from top to bottom
and from left to right. We will also continue our study of the alphabet.

KINDERGARTEN: During the month of March, our theme is Good for You. Our emphasis will
be on what people can do to stay safe and healthy. Children will learn about the
physical, intellectual, emotional, and social factors that contribute to a feeling of
wellness. Nutrition, good hygiene, exercise, rest, and how to make smart choices
are all areas to be covered. On March 3rd Glow-Germ will visit us to reinforce how

N germs spread and how to stop them.

In math, we will learn to use pennies, nickels, and dimes. We will learn to identify
3D shapes. We will also begin to measure time. We will have fun conducting surveys and graphing
our results.

For ILA, we will enjoy reading stories while we focus on the genres of reality and fantasy. We will
continue to identify setting as we read.

FIRST GRADE: It's ‘snow’ secret we've had a lot of white stuff this February and
first grade is looking forward to early signs of spring in March. We will start by
celebrating Dr. Seuss’s birthday. We will enjoy reading rhyming stories that make us
laugh while we learn! We will make another special recipe! Our study of sounds and
literature will continue with our ILA unit Make your Mark. We have just completed
our current science unit, where we learned about solids, liquids and gases. The kids
enjoyed this hands-on unit!  We will prepare for our planetarium trip in early March
as we learn about the location of planets during each season and the day and night
sky.

We will continue our math unit to develop an understanding of place value and fact power. The kids
are now beginning to understand the concept of 3 digit numbers, having completed our 100 Day
activities. The projects were unique and we would like to thank the parents for their support and
participation in this learning activity.

We are looking forward to a marvelous March!
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SECOND GRADE: March will definitely come in with a roar in the second grade. During ILA, we
will conclude our theme Dream Big! During the second part of the month we will
begin a new theme entitled Better Together. As students read and listen to
literature in this theme, they will discover that members of a community are
connected in a variety of ways. They will see that each person in a community
plays a part in making that community special.

In math we will complete the unit, Fractions. The test will be on Tuesday, March 23rd barring any
unforeseen closings. Please refer to the Family Letter for details about skills and concepts that will be
covered during this unit.

Lastly, we will complete our final social studies unit, We the People. The students have focused on
understanding why economic specialization is important to a community. This will be reinforced
during our upcoming field trip to The Baltimore Museum of Industry. This trip is scheduled for Friday,
March 12, 2010. Mark your calendars now if you are interested in chaperoning. At the museum,
students will have the opportunity to participate in a hands-on assembly line activity. It is always a lot
of fun.

Please continue to support your child as they study spelling lists and complete home assignments.

THIRD GRADE: Wow! February has come and gone? With the month of March comes our MSA

testing dates. Your student’s attendance is very important for the testing. Please
be sure they have plenty of rest and have a great breakfast each day of testing.

In math we have skipped Unit 7 and are working on Unit 8, Fractions. We will
return to Unit 7 next. Please take the time to read the Homelinks letter that comes
home with your child’s math unit. This letter will explain the expectations for the unit
and has ideas to help you help your child. Remember to practice the basic math
facts daily.

Writing we are working on a writer's workshop unit where we choose to write on a topic and genre of
choice using the steps of the writing process. Our lessons each day focus on skills that we see are
needed to help the children in our class. Our next unit will be Writing Nonfiction.

The Changing Earth is our present science unit. We will follow with a social studies unit,
Connecting People and Places where we will identify the continents and oceans and learn about
the 5 Themes of Geography.

Reading is a subject we do across the curriculum. During our reading block we continue to work with
words and vocabulary. We identify and use strategies in reading to increase our comprehension and
fluency. We continue to read many different genres of stories using our anthology, trade books, and
content literature. Please continue to read with your children at home and ask them questions to
enable them to express verbally what they learn and connect to as they read.

FOURTH GRADE: MSA time is here again! 4™ graders will be working hard to show what they
know on this year’s assessment and continuing to develop as lifelong learners.

In reading, students will read a variety of non-fiction texts that are related to our content
area subjects along with selections from the anthology and trade books. While reading,
they will focus on strategies that will make them better readers of all types of text.

In writing, we will conclude the unit on poetry and begin to write our own non-fiction selections.
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In math, students will work on Unit 8, Perimeter and Area. In this unit students will <
learn how to determine the perimeter and area of various spaces. In Unit 9, we will 3 <!
return to the study of fractions, decimals, and percents and develop those skills more ‘, 1.6\
thoroughly. They will also be required to demonstrate a mastery of basic division \*
facts. Please continue to practice the basic multiplication and division facts with your 71- b/
child on a daily basis.

Social Studies classes, after learning how the Maryland colony was founded, will learn about the
part Maryland played in the American Revolution and how our new nation was founded.

In science we will continue to investigate the properties of Rocks and Minerals. To provide practice
at home with the weekly spelling list words you can use a wonderful website, www.spellingcity.com.

MSA (Maryland State Assessments) will take place in 4™ Grade on March 9™ & 10" (math) and March
16" & 17" (reading). Please make sure your child is present those days, has had a good breakfast,
and gets lots of sleep the night before testing. Also, please try to schedule doctor and dentist
appointments on other days that week. Please remind your child to do their best and work to show
what they know!

Please check the 4" Grade website, www.hcps.org/meadowvale/ each night for homework postings
and announcements.

FIFTH GRADE: March will be a tremendously busy month for the fifth graders. During ILA we will
read non-fiction texts strategically and use the features and structures to help us comprehend what
we read. In addition, we will use selections in the anthology as well as our trade books to identify
important ideas and summarize text. We are also striving to demonstrate our comprehension through
guality written responses as we perfect our BCRs. During writing, we will explore feature article
writing and begin writing letters in preparation for Career Day.

During math we will complete the unit, Coordinates, Area, Volume, and Capacity. Some key
objectives from this unit include:

Create a graph in a coordinate plane.

Identify and describe the results of translations, reflections, and rotations of geometric figures.
Select and use appropriate tools and units.

Find the area and perimeter of any closed figure on a grid.

Identify and describe relationships of lines and line segments in geometric figures.

Estimate and determine volume of geometric solids.
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Science classes will conclude the Energy Around Us unit and begin studying
Elements of Life. In social studies, we will begin our unit entitled, Revolution and
explore events that spurred colonists to fight for independence.

Students will take the annual Maryland State Assessments (MSA) early in the
month. Specific testing dates and other information will come home. Please make
sure your child is well rested, have had a nutritious breakfast, and arrive at school
on_time. Encourage them to do their best, try to answer all questions, and follow
directions. We know our Meadowvale students can be very successful on these
assessments!

Please continue to assist your child with homework, help them to organize
materials, and encourage them to log minutes for the reading incentive program.
Your support is greatly appreciated... especially during this hectic month!



http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.hcps.org/meadowvale/

PHYSICAL EDUCATIONREPORT -+« «« v v vvvevvent MRS HUNSINGER ¢ MR, MARKEL
In physical education we begin the month with striking using hockey sticks and
pillo polo sticks. The focus will be on ball/puck control while dribbling, passing
and shooting. To celebrate March Madness our next unit will be Ball Skills.
Students will work at an age appropriate level with shooting, dribbling,
chest/bounce passing and small-sided games. Our school will once again pick
Universities to cheer on and make posters. We will encourage the students to
watch the games and support their class’s team. The winning team gets our
school trophy (hopefully Mr. Markel-North Caroline doesn’t win again). Go
Duke!!

THE ART ROOM -+t ettt ettt ettt ettt et ettt ettt neeennans MRS. DONOVAN
This month, in art class, the students will explore the visual arts through aesthetics, history,
production, and critique. Our March outcomes are:

Kindergarten: The students will be building a 3-dimensional pinch pot out of clay.
First Grade: The students will create a 3-dimensional bowl which depicts a fish.
Second Grade: The students will begin a unit on portraits. Pablo Picasso will serve as
our inspiration.

Third Grade: The students will create a Pop Art print using the press and release
method.

Fourth Grade: The students will create an Inca inspired printing plate using the relief
method.

Fifth_Grade: The students will use pastels and a color scheme of their choice in a
large flower composition inspired by the artist Georgia O’Keeffe.

MUSIC CLASS -« v e et teeeieeeeeeeeneaannanns MRS. MILLER and MR, JAVORSKY

Students in grades K-5 continue to experience music instruction through singing, listening, moving,
reading, writing, creating and performing music.

Kindergarten: Students will identify and perform long and short sounds and silences,
known as the quarter note and eighth note. 'U
First Grade: Students will identify and perform high and low pitches using so and mi.
Students will identify and move to swinging and marching beats.

Second Grade: Students will identify and perform music with contrasting sections.
Students will also identify melodic and rhythmic elements of familiar songs as they

learn to read and write music.

Third Grade: Students will identify components of the music staff. Students will also
perform melodic and rhythmic elements of music through a study of the recorder.

Fourth Grade: Students will identify how code songs and spirituals were used to help
slaves escape to freedom via the Underground Railroad. 'y
Fifth_Grade: Students will continue to perform music based in minor tonalities.
Students will also expand their knowledge of rhythm and meter by learning songs with

a 6/8 time signature.




