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Background Information: 

 

Following the end of each of the fall, winter, and spring interscholastic sports seasons, 

the Board of Education of Harford County honors those individual Harford County Public 

Schools (HCPS) student-athletes and teams that have won Maryland Public Secondary School 

Athletic Association (MPSSAA) championships by inviting them to attend a subsequent Board 

meeting to be honored.  In addition, those teams that have been named by the Upper Chesapeake 

Bay Athletic Conference (UCBAC) as winners of the Sportsmanship award receive plaques from 

the UCBAC and a certificate from the Board.  Teams are chosen for the honor by vote of 

opposing coaches and players in each of the two divisions – Chesapeake and Susquehanna – in 

the conference. 

 

Discussion:   

 

HCPS had three MPSSAA state championship teams during the spring 2016 season:  Bel 

Air High School (Baseball), Fallston High School (Boys Lacrosse) and Patterson Mill High 

School (Track and Field). 

 

The Bel Air High School Baseball Team, coached by John Swanson and Assistant Coach 

Tom Thorsen, includes players Matthew Ferretti, Mike Yetter, Cameron Kalandros, Cole 

Slembecker, Logan Barnes, Ryan Hale, Andrew Sunday, Matt Billings, Liam Bowers, Zack 

Radcliffe, Jack Jenkens, Spencer Sanza, Evan Thatcher, Mike Koski, Drew Gagnon, Andrew 

Cotton, Brandon Dockery, Jackson Rhodes, Luke Beyers, Justin Snyder and Jonah Einsig; and 

Managers Alyssa Newton and Aiden McGovern. 

 

The Fallston High School Boys Lacrosse Team, coached by Matt Parks and Assistant 

Coaches Craig Campbell, Corey Reina, and Jeff Blum, includes players Liam Wilcox, Kyle 

McKeever, Ryan Buckler, Cole Hornbeck, Ben Claffee, Joe Maranto, Andrew Taylor, Samson 

Gold, Jack Casper-Woodhead, RJ Olin, Jake Lippa, Michael Eiler, Justin Williams, Colton 

Presley, Dylan Wolf, Michael Delvecchio, Matt Petraglia, Scott Olin, Grant McGuire, Miles 

Lovett, Matt Wollenweber, Andy Stump, Jeff Otenasek, Jake Hornbeck, Jonathan Hoffman, 

Corey Reed, Curtis Kassir, Zach Labbe, Camden Harding, Cameron Linger, Luke Tamberino, 

Everett Campbell, Jack Dennis, Jimmie Johnson, Brandon Mikolaichik and Harrison Gold; and 

Managers Nick Montanerelli, Kayla Moore and Kara Tyree. 

 

HCPS also had a state championship at Patterson Mill in the 4x200 Girls 1A Relay.  The 

team, coached by Qadry Ismail, Matt Provenche, Jim May, Wes Rich, Mike Parker, Carrie 



Holloway, and Ken MacLaughlin, was made up of Sia Barnes, Marissa Lapinsky, Khayla 

Mitchell and Chyna Latimer. 

 

Harford teams winning 2016 Sportsmanship awards in the Chesapeake Division included 

Havre de Grace High School (Boys Lacrosse); Bel Air High School (Baseball); Harford 

Technical High School (Boys and Girls Track); and North Harford High School (Tennis and 

Girls Lacrosse).  Harford teams winning Sportsmanship awards in the Susquehanna Division 

included Edgewood High School (Softball); Aberdeen High School (Baseball); and Havre de 

Grace High School (Boys and Girls Track). 
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Background Information: 

 

The Harford County Public Schools Educator Hall of Fame program, in partnership with 

the Harford County Retired School Personnel Association (HCRSPA), recognizes educators who 

have provided at least 20 years of extraordinary service to students and staff in the school 

system.  Two Board of Education recognition ceremonies are scheduled per school year – one in 

the fall and one in the summer – where a class of up to three nominees are presented with 

plaques, Board certificates and proclamations from county and state government officials, and 

are officially inducted into the Hall of Fame.  The inductees also are featured on the Harford 

County Public Schools website, www.hcps.org. 

 

Discussion: 

 

Summer 2016 Hall of Fame Inductees: 

 

Joan Cable 

 

Mrs. Joan Cable is a native of Harford County, having attended Edgewood Elementary 

School, Bel Air Junior High School, Bel Air High School, and Harford Community College. She 

graduated from Towson State College in the spring of 1970 and began teaching at Roye-

Williams Elementary that fall under the leadership of Joseph Deschak. She earned a master’s 

degree in Reading from Johns Hopkins University as well as a Master’s Plus 30 in Technology 

and Gifted Education.  

 

After 22 years as a creative classroom teacher, often creating her own social studies 

simulations and science stations, Mrs. Cable became a gifted education teacher. She had a 

passion to see that all student needs were met and felt that gifted students needed a more rigorous 

curriculum.  She continued her professional learning by attending Confratute, The National 

Association for Gifted Children Conference, the Maryland Instructional Computers Coordinators 

Association Conference, and the International Society for Technology in Education Conference, 

multiple times each. She was trained in differentiation strategies by Carol Tomlinson at the 

University of Virginia. Following these conferences, Mrs. Cable instructed schools, School 

Improvement Teams, and gifted teachers on gifted and differentiation strategies. She also was a 

computer trainer for the county, teaching many computer programs to teachers throughout the 

county.  

 



Mrs. Cable has belonged to many educational organizations. In gifted education, she has 

belonged to NAGC, where she was a presenter at many national conferences. Twice she was a 

keynote presenter. She also belonged to McGate and MEGS (Maryland Educators of Gifted 

Students). She was a presenter at those conferences for more than 20 years. She served as the 

secretary of McGate (Maryland Coalition for Gifted and Talented Education) for five years.  She 

has belonged to MICCA, from where more than 50 of her students won technology awards in 

writing, multi-media, and computer art. She was also a regular presenter at that conference.  

 

Mrs. Cable assured that her students participated in the county activities - speech 

festivals, writing contests, Young Author’s festivals, Odyssey of the Mind, and Destination 

Imagination - and has been a coach and judge for her students. Even today she continues to 

participate at the Destination Imagination tournaments. 

 

Mrs. Cable’s major accomplishment during her career with HCPS was her willingness to 

share what she had learned from her educational experiences with others. Besides having 

presented at the school, county, state, and national levels, Mrs. Cable continued sharing her 

knowledge after retirement by teaching gifted education courses at the Notre Dame of Maryland 

University and being a consultant in gifted education. For her hard work she has received many 

awards. She has been a Teacher of the Year finalist (2004), Harford County Technology Teacher 

of the Year (2004), Harford County Gifted Education Teacher of the Year (2005), and the 

Maryland State Gifted Education Leader of the Year (2009). But she is most proud of the awards 

her students received over the years.  

 

Mrs. Cable retired in 2011 after 41 years of teaching for the Harford County Public 

School System, choosing to become an instructor at the Notre Dame of Maryland University in 

Baltimore.  She continues to work with students (children and adults) whenever possible as she 

consults for Talents Program Solutions. She also volunteers for the Harford County Center for 

the Arts.  

 

She enjoys traveling with her husband, Bruce, and lunching and taking day trips with 

friends. Her favorite student is currently her grandson, Ryan.  

 

Barbara J. Douglas 

Mrs. Barbara Douglas was born and raised in northeast Baltimore, an interesting and 

exciting place to grow and be nurtured by a diverse and culturally-appreciative community.  This 

was an area dominated by Johns Hopkins Hospital, a backbone for her community both 

medically, economically and socially. 

Her parents loved and believed in all of their children.  They supported whole heartedly 

her dream to become a teacher, a desire that began at age 3.  Her favorite past time was to play 

school, much to her siblings’ dismay.  Books, pencils, papers and chalk were her favorite toys. 

Mrs. Douglas and her husband moved to Harford County to purchase their first home.  In 

1969, she received her Bachelor of Science from Coppen State Teachers College in Baltimore.  

In 1971, she received her master’s degree in Administration from Antioch-Putney University in 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2h8zz9_fLAhXLMyYKHatzDOUQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmcgate.org%2F&usg=AFQjCNGXp1jk04AikRIfH2ZuU96iClWrQw&sig2=wsJ-zp7rV3H2c6XKF-M_GA&bvm=bv.118443451,d.eWE


Yellow Springs, Ohio.  This program was a unique opportunity for those who taught in the inner 

city and was located in Washington, DC.  Her thirty credits in administration beyond her 

master’s was achieved through courses from Loyola, Towson and the University of Maryland. 

It is Mrs. Douglas’s understanding that her grandfathers, paternally and maternally, were 

principals in rural South Carolina’s one-room schools.  It is a major vanity on her part – this idea 

that she was born to teach.  Her family and friends have always seen her as the teacher.  It is her 

love of learning and teaching that ignites her passion and joy.  Her passion is to nurture, inspire 

and celebrate student success. 

Mrs. Douglas feels that in order to teach effectively, one must establish meaningful 

relationships that reflect a real commitment for caring and encouraging students.  One should 

love what he/she does emphatically.  She knew that she was effective when her students reflect 

that same caring and commitment.  As an educator, her focus was to teach each student as if he 

or she was her child.  As arcane as it may seem, she paraphrases a very important precept by 

stating, “Teach as you wish to be taught.” 

Mrs. Douglas’s initial teaching experiences were in Baltimore’s inner city Title One 

schools.  In 1978, she became a fourth grade teacher at Magnolia Elementary.  When she walked 

into Magnolia for her interview with Principal Jack Potter, she saw the motto that related to her 

dream as a young child.  The motto said, “In every child a touch of greatness.”  This became the 

essence of her passion for teaching and learning.  This was her truth and beauty for her “babies,” 

whether they were 5 or 30 years old.  She saw each student, teacher and administrator as her 

dream to make a difference in their lives through teaching and learning. 

As an instructional supervisor, it was exciting for her to participate in staff development 

for educators.  She felt it was achieved best through exceptional planning, modeling, support and 

the maintenance of committed relationships.  As a supervisor of Integrated Language Arts, 

reading, writing and spelling were essential staff development areas where leadership and 

inspiration were needed to guide teachers’ growth and achievement.  Building and maintaining 

communities of learners and leaders was exciting.  Supporting and encouraging the aspirations of 

colleagues was her forte.  She enjoyed participating as a member and president of the Elementary 

Schools Association of Principals and Supervisors.  It was important for her to network, share 

needs as well as successes, and continue to access knowledge and opportunities that served to 

enhance her profession.  Mrs. Douglas served as the principal to open a new school – Church 

Creek Elementary.  It was truly a dream come true to be the “head teacher.”  She and her staff 

worked as a school family that taught a diverse student body within a diverse community of 

parents and teachers.  She was very proud of this opportunity. 

During the initial preparation of bringing several schools together to create a new school, 

she worked closely with the students to create the school’s mascot (cougar), colors (teal and 

gold) and motto.  During a student meeting, one of the students looked at a diagram she had on 

the board and said, “Mrs. Douglas, the word success has our initials.  Their motto then became 

‘Church Creek Elementary School means Success.’ 



Then, as the principal of Magnolia Elementary School, Mrs. Douglas was “home” again.  

It was her pleasure to lead this school family, as it gave her another opportunity to accentuate a 

school motto, but this time she changed it so it became, “In everyone a touch of greatness.”  This 

strengthened her community of learners and leaders, and together they created inspirational 

relationships with students, staff and parents. 

In 2008, Mrs. Douglas decided she wanted more time with her family – her daughter 

Myesha and her three grandsons, Jonathan, Joshua and Douglas.  They are her love, her life and 

her legacy.  In her spare time, her current hobbies include reading and crocheting. 

Superintendent’s Recommendation: 

 

The Superintendent recommends the Board of Education of Harford County induct Joan 

Cable and Barbara J. Douglas into the HCPS Educator Hall of Fame as its 187th and 188th 

members, respectively, in recognition of their years of extraordinary service to the students, staff 

and community of the Harford County Public Schools.   

 


