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Background Information: 
 

House bill 119 (HB119), cross-filed with Senate bill 199 (SB199), was initially filed with a 
focus on state-guided health curriculum. With amendments, the bill now requires each county board 
of education in Maryland to follow the policy and guidelines for not only health curriculum, but for 
all program instruction for public schools established by the Maryland State Board of Education. 
This removes local control of curriculum.  

 
As amended, the bill provides the Maryland State Superintendent with the ability to notify a 

county board if the State Superintendent determines that the county board is not following every 
element of the policy and guidelines as set forth by the State Superintendent. The bill authorizes the 
State Superintendent to withhold 10% of the funds budgeted for the county board if the board fails 
to resolve any discrepancy identified by the State Superintendent within 30 days.  

 
Full details on the bill can be found on the Maryland General Assembly website, or by 

clicking here. 
 
Discussion: 
 

Board members will review the impacts of the amended bill on Harford County Public 
Schools students and staff.  
 

Superintendent’s Recommendation: 

The Superintendent recommends the Board of Education review and finalize a letter to be 
sent to state legislators to share the Board’s feedback and position on the bill. 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmgaleg.maryland.gov%2F2023RS%2Fbills%2Fhb%2Fhb0119T.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CYvonne.Rallo%40hcps.org%7C25a9d94d12c8400b9def08db2bd5f892%7Cc1f6ac536b774db594724f104eeac96a%7C0%7C0%7C638151970222048967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VZMjt9E974ZpFScaPcSdn71iXm1T7VX9IvbhwAxblOw%3D&reserved=0

