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MD Report Card for 2021-22

State, district, and school data can 
be accessed at mdreportcard.org.  



MCAP State Assessments
Test Grade Level/Course Year Test or Revised 

Test Implemented

Kindergarten Readiness 
Assessment K 2014

English/Language Arts 
Literacy 3-8, Grade 10 (English II) 2022

Mathematics 3-8, Algebra I, Geometry, and 
Algebra II 2022

Science 5 and 8 2018

Life Science MISA Grade 9 (Biology) 2022

Social Studies Grade 8 2022

American Government Grade 9 (Government) 2022

Alternate assessments 3-8, 11 (applicable students) 2020

W-ACCESS for English 
Language Learners K-12 (applicable students) 2012



State Assessments Timeline

2016-17 
PARCC 

(hybrid)

2018-19 
PARCC 

(online)

2020-21 
COVID (no 

testing)

PARCC 
Pilot 

Begins
2013-

14

*The new MCAP tests administered in 2021-22 are rigorous and aligned to state 
standards.  These tests include new item types and have different assessment constructs 
from the PARCC assessments.  
In 2015-16 and 2016-17, hybrid indicates that some students were assessed via 
paper/pencil and some students were assessed online.  



Graduation Assessment Requirements

2022-23 School Year 2023-24 School Year

Algebra I Take the assessment Algebra I Take the assessment

English 10 Take the assessment English 10 Take the assessment

Biology Take the assessment Biology The state assessment will 
be worth 20% of the 
student’s overall final 
course grade.*Government Take the assessment Government

*Students will receive a percentage and 
letter grade for their final exam grade 
based upon their scale score. Students 
must pass the course to meet graduation 
requirements.



HCPS Rank by Content and Grade Level

Grade Level/Course English/Language
Arts Literacy Mathematics

Grade 3 8 8

Grade 4 6 8

Grade 5 11 11

Grade 6 11 7

Grade 7 12 Cannot compare 
scores across LEAsGrade 8 11

Grade 10 12 N/A

Algebra I N/A 12

AVERAGE RANK 10.1 9.2

The value in the cell indicates the rank in the state of Maryland for HCPS out of 24 districts.  

Source:  MSDE Data Downloads

https://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov/Graphs/#/DataDownloads/datadownload/3/17/6/99/XXXX/2022


Supporting our Schools 
in Content Areas



English/Language Arts Literacy:
Grades 3-8 and 10



Elementary:  ELA (Grades 3-5)
Historical Trend – 2016 to 2022

Source: Summary reports provided to Accountability by MSDE



Elementary:  ELA (Grades 3-5)
Comparison to Other Counties

Source:  MSDE Data Downloads

https://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov/Graphs/#/DataDownloads/datadownload/3/17/6/99/XXXX/2022


Middle:  ELA (Grades 6-8)
Historical Trend – 2016 to 2022

Source: Summary reports provided to Accountability by MSDE



Middle:  ELA (Grades 6-8)
Comparison to Other Counties

Source:  MSDE Data Downloads

https://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov/Graphs/#/DataDownloads/datadownload/3/17/6/99/XXXX/2022


High:  English 10
Historical Trend – 2016 to 2022

Source: Summary reports provided to Accountability by MSDE



High:  English 10
Comparison to Other Counties

Source:  MSDE Data Downloads

https://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov/Graphs/#/DataDownloads/datadownload/3/17/6/99/XXXX/2022


Elementary: RELA (Grades 3-5)

Summer institute on effective practices in reading 
instruction.
County professional development: August pre-school and 
four county early dismissal days.
RELA literacy specialists provide school-based professional 
learning through demonstration teaching, co-teaching, 
coaching, and planning sessions.
County meetings with all elementary reading specialists to 
provide targeted staff development to deliver to teachers in 
their schools.



Elementary: RELA (Grades 3-5)

Data talks and assessment reviews to support planning of 
instructional units.
Utilize a variety of resources and programs matched to meet 
the needs of students.
Instructional walkthroughs at all elementary schools fall and 
spring semester.
Intervention training for all educatorsnew to programs.



RELA Strategies to Support School 
Improvement, Secondary 6 - 12

Formal content observations, providing instructional feedback 
to both untenured and tenured teachers.
Informal walkthroughs with school-based instructional 
leaders to identify instructional strengths, needs, and next 
steps for content support.
New hire classroom visits of master teachers with follow up 1:1 
instructional planning sessions.
Ongoing, school-based writing and reading PLC support that 
includes instructional planning, demonstration lessons, 
modeling, coaching and book study by Curriculum Specialist.
Three Literacy Specialists to provide ongoing, job-embedded 
content support at priority middle schools.



RELA Strategies to Support School 
Improvement, Secondary 6 – 12

Summer writing institute to provide voluntary professional 
learning regarding best practices.
August pre-school and four county-wide early dismissal 
professional learning opportunities regarding best practices in 
literacy instruction and data analysis and instructional use of 
materials.
Written response scoring sessions to monitor student progress 
and to determine instructional next steps.
Reading intervention training sessions for educators new to an 
intervention.
Three secondary English Department Chair meetings to provide 
professional learning to share with individual departments.



Mathematics:
Grades 3-8 and Algebra I



Elementary:  Math (Grades 3-5)
Historical Trend – 2016 to 2022

Source: Summary reports provided to Accountability by MSDE



Elementary:  Math (Grades 3-5)
Comparison to Other Counties

Source:  MSDE Data Downloads

https://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov/Graphs/#/DataDownloads/datadownload/3/17/6/99/XXXX/2022


Middle:  Math (Grades 6-8)
Historical Trend – 2016 to 2022

Source: Summary reports provided to Accountability by MSDE

Caution:  These scores do not include middle school students who took the 
Algebra I or Geometry assessment in middle school.  



Middle:  Math (Grades 6-8)

*These scores do not include middle school students who took the Algebra I
or Geometry assessment in middle school.  

Comparison to Other Counties

Source:  MSDE Data Downloads

Caution is to be used when comparing county results.  Many LEAs do not offer 
Algebra I and/or Geometry at the middle school level.  Therefore, these students 
take the grade level mathematics assessment instead of the Algebra I or Geometry 
assessment.

Alg I        Alg I/Geo   Alg I/Geo Neither  Alg I/Geo   Alg I/Geo  Alg I/Geo    

https://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov/Graphs/#/DataDownloads/datadownload/3/17/6/99/XXXX/2022


Middle and High:  Algebra I
Historical Trend – 2016 to 2022

Source: Summary reports provided to Accountability by MSDE



Middle and High:  Algebra I
Comparison to Other Counties

Source:  MSDE Data Downloads

Caution is to be used when comparing county results.  Many LEAs do not offer 
Algebra I and/or Geometry at the middle school level.  Therefore, these students 
take the grade level mathematics assessment instead of the Algebra I or Geometry 
assessment.

Alg I        Alg I/Geo   Alg I/Geo Neither  Alg I/Geo   Alg I/Geo  Alg I/Geo    

https://reportcard.msde.maryland.gov/Graphs/#/DataDownloads/datadownload/3/17/6/99/XXXX/2022


Elementary: Mathematics (Grades 3-5)
County professional development: program planning and instructional 
commitments and assessment best practices.
Course notes revised to include content coherence support specific to each grade.  
Curriculum Specialist visits to elementary schools to provide instructional 
assistance based on school requests:

Goal team discussions to define goals and strategies for effective 
mathematics instruction.
Walkthroughs to highlight effective mathematics instructional practices and 
strategies.
Grade level collaborative sessions focused on Topic planning and increasing 
teacher content capacity. 

County meetings with Title I elementary mathematics specialists to provide 
professional development to support planning sessions in their schools.
Title I elementary mathematics specialists provide school-based professional 
learning through demonstration teaching, co-teaching, coaching, and planning 
sessions.



Secondary: Mathematics
Four county-wide early dismissal professional learning 
opportunities focused on effective mathematics teaching practices.
Course notes revised to include additional resources to teachers to 
support student learning. 
Formal content observations, providing feedback to both untenured 
and tenured teachers.
Informal walkthroughs to identify instructional strengths, needs, and 
next steps for support.
Curriculum Specialist visits to schools to provide instructional 
assistance based on school requests.
New hire classroom visits of master teachers with follow up to debrief 
lesson and effective instructional practices.  
Three secondary Mathematics Department Chair meetings to provide 
professional learning to share with school departments.



Science:
Grades 5, 8, and 10 (Biology)



Elementary:  Science, Grade 5
Historical Trend – 2018 to 2022

Source: Summary reports provided to Accountability by MSDE

This assessment covers science topics addressed in grades 3 through 5.  



Middle:  Science, Grade 8
Historical Trend – 2018 to 2022

Source: Summary reports provided to Accountability by MSDE



High:  Life Science, Biology (Gr. 9) 

Source: Maryland Analysis and Reporting System



Elementary Science - Strategies
MISA Data Dialogue with Elementary School ILT’s, Science 
Facilitators and grade level teachers upon request.
Curriculum Specialist visit to each elementary school to provide 
instructional assistance based on school needs:

Science Goal Team Discussions to define goals and strategies for 
effective science instruction.
Strength Based Walkthroughs to highlight effective science 
instructional practices and strategies.
Grade Level Collaborative Planning Sessions to focus on 
scientific literacy (Reading, Writing, Talking, Performing like a 
scientist).

Piloting a Grade 5 assessment system that will provide “real 
time,” formative and actionable data.



Secondary Science
Performance data review with Department Chairs to support data 
interpretation.
Teacher support in building capacity related to the use of 
curricular evidence statements.
Sustained professional development focused on teacher capacity –
key curricular and instructional best practices.
Leverage new technology tools that help students make sense of 
abstract concepts.
Curriculum specialist provides individualized support to 
departments and teachers in a variety of need areas.
Formal teacher observations and informal classroom walkthroughs 
focused on growth.
Piloting an assessment system that will provide “real time” 
formative and actionable data.



Social Studies:
Grade 9 (American Government)



High:  American Government (Gr. 9)
Historical Trend of First-Time Test Takers

Source: Internal Office of Accountability database



Strategies to Support School Improvement
Elementary Social Sciences

Embedded literacy strategies
Focus on cross-curricular connections
Inquiry-based instructional strategies to grow literacy
• 2020 Thomas Fordham Institute's longitudinal study found that more 

instructional time devoted to social studies is correlated with greater 
reading growth from 1st through 5th grade by 15%1

- Findings consistent across subgroups, including students from lower-income 
households and non-English speaking homes

• 2005 study by Robert Marzano identified that 41.5% of content on ELA 
assessments (Gr. K-2) and 58% of content on ELA assessments (Gr. 3-5) 
is social studies based2

• Content-area literacy instruction promotes learning in content areas 
and promotes reading comprehension and achievement in other 
areas3

1Tyner, Adam, et. al. “How Social Studies Improves Elementary Literacy,” Social Education 85(1) , pp.32–39 ©2021 National Council for the Social Studies. 
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/resources/social-studies-instruction-and-reading-comprehension
2Marzano, Robert. Building Background Knowledge for Academic Achievement. ASCD, 2005
3Duke, Nell. "Acquiring Science and Social Studies Knowledge in Kindergarten Through Fourth Grade: Conceptualization, Design, Implementation, and Efficacy Testing of Content- Area Literacy 
Instruction” Nell Duke Acquiring Sci & SS Knowledge in K-4



Strategies to Support School Improvement
Social Sciences Curricula

Inquiry-based instructional strategies/inquiry-design model



Strategies to Support School Improvement
Social Sciences Curricula

Embedded literacy strategies
• Primary and secondary source text analysis using Stanford History 

Education Group "Reading/Thinking Like an Historian" protocol

History lessons. Stanford History Education Group. (n.d.). Retrieved March 15, 2023, from https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons

https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons


Strategies to Support School Improvement
Social Sciences Curricula

Focus on meaningful performance-based assessments.
• Feedback loop to grow student capacity
• Real-world skills
Background Information for teachers
• Contextualizes, provides support, resources to teachers
• Identifies misconceptions & historic roadblocks
Field Test in Explorations of World History (Grade 10).
• Skills embedded in curriculum as content
• All performance-based assessed
• Student-generated inquiry
• Real-world problems and applications



Strategies to Support School Improvement
Elementary Social Sciences

Formal content observations, providing feedback to both untenured
and tenured teachers.

Informal walkthroughs with school-based instructional leaders to
identify instructional strengths, needs, and next steps for support and
to provide specific strengths-based feedback to teachers.

Professional development opportunities.

Monthly newsletters with featured instructional strategy, professional
development opportunities to grow capacity of teachers, and
celebrations of exemplar teachers within HCPS to elevate and
amplify best practices

Summer writing institute to provide voluntary professional learning
regarding best practices.

Side-by-side planning and co-teaching.



Strategies to Support School Improvement
Secondary Social Sciences

New hire classroom visits of master teachers with follow up 
1:1 planning sessions.
Four secondary Social Science Department Chair professional 
development sessions to provide professional learning to 
share with individual departments.
Vertically-teamed secondary Department Chair walk-
throughs to strengthen continuity, professional best 
practices, and leadership capacity for embedded support 
of teachers



Resources

www.hcps.org
Assessment Calendar and graduation requirements

www.mdreportcard.org
Maryland Report Card – state, system, and school 
assessment results

support.mdassessments.com
MCAP practice tests, resources for teachers, 
parent/guardian score interpretation guide

42

http://www.mdreportcard.org/
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